Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

:l’o be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™:

Where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million: or

Where the higher of gross Income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that;

* @re unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be retumed to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,

Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceading £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a imited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT.

* the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Retum Sections 1 and 2, together with
* a bank reconciliation as al 31 March 2026

+ an explanation of any significant year on year vanances in the accounting statements
* notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your extermnal auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accouniability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authonties must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

« Nolice of the period for the exercise of public nghts and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yst unaudieq;
+ Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 Seplember 2026 suthorities must publish
« Notice of conciusion of audit

« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR Including any amendments as a resull of the imitad assurance raview. It
is recommended as best practice, (o avoid any potential confusion by local electors and Interested
parfies, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Praclitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time fo time and conlains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the extarnal auditor,

. MakesurethatmeAGARiscamma (na highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authonty and properly initialied.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annuai
Govemance Stalement and the accounts.

* Use the checkiist provided below to review the AGAR for compleleness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (net both) no Iater than 30 June 2026

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
<) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where appraved on the same day.

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify tha accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFO s required lo commence the public nghts period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation 1o be sent 1o your external audilor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconcdiation. The external auditor must ba able to agree the bank reconcifiation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

* Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do nol just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants 1o know that you understand the
reasons for all variances, Include complete numernical and narrative analysis (o support the full variance.

* Additional costs may be incurred if additonal audit work is required.

« Make sure thal the accounting statements add up and thal the balance camed forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commeancemeant dala for the
exearcisa of public righls which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

- The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the Information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and |
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Complebion checkhist = NO answers maoan you may Nl Rave mel reguiremeants ' 444 AN s

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been compleled?

sesisioda =
Has all additional information requestad, including the dates set for the period .

for the exercise of public rights, bean provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the intemal auditor and explanations provided?| |1
Sechon 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been pubkshed? m-

Sectan 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before -
presentation 1o the authonty for approval? | v

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed -
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of any differance between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? s
Sectons 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporaie 18 a |
solko managing trustee? NB: do not sand lrust accounting statements unless requesied. l

. -
. .
N -
-

*Govarmance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Sitlington Parigh Council

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority’
basis of an assessment of risk. camied out & selective assessmant of compliance with the relevant procedures and

controls in operation and obtained appropriate avidence from the authority

C. Thes authority assessed the signiicant
of armangaments to manage theso,

the budgat was regularly monilored. and reserves were appropriate

- W W e AP YD PG IR S——

E Expected income was fully recelved, hased on correct prices,
] banked: and VAT was appropriately socounted for
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VAT appropnately amm!g ,!9.'.:..-

*ammmmmmmmmmemMs

|

approvals, and PAYE end NI requiremants were properly appied.
P

TK Nmmmwuemmﬁrﬂumdmmmm;mm.nmm
axemption criteria and comrectly decisred itsedl exempt. {If the authonty had & Mmited assurance
roview of its 2024/25 AGAR fick “nol covered’)

Lmaummmmummmmlmmmewbdabuhmdm-
nemal sudit in accordancs with the relevani legsiation

,u.mmmmwmﬁ.hmmmmmamumma
mm»mwmmmmwm(mwmAmnp«m
were public rights i relation fo the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by & notice on the websife and/or

ﬁmmmmmmmmumm

(saeAGARPagst Gyna Nofes)

-o.mmwmmmm.mrmmmmmwm

__compliance.

P. (For local councils only)

<] |
Trust funds (Indiuding chantable) — The councl met its responsibliities as a trustes ra .

For any other risk arsas identified by this authority adeguale controls existad (Est any other risk amas on separate sheets if needed),
Dalsd{s) meamal sudt undanakan Name of parson who camied out the intemal audd

27/03/2026 09/04/2026 14/05/2026 JULIE WINHAM (CFMIIA)
Signature of person who

carried out the internal audit W‘ UL(\LA‘,\ Date '9/ OS/ 20220

*if tha response |3 ‘no’ please state the implications and action boing taken to addrees any weakness in control ldentified (add
soporate sheets If needed).

**Note: ¥ the response 13 not covered’ plaase state whan the most recent nsamadl sudil work was done in this aree and when 2 is reod planned; o,
d covarage is rot required, the anrual intamal sudil report must axplain why nol (add sepamate sheets § nesded) |
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:
Sitlington Parish Council

Our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, lo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that.

1. We have put in place srrangements for sffectve finencial
ManSgemant quring Sie year, and for the praperalion of
e acountng statements,

2. We manizingd an ataquate system of ircamal control
Mmdumcdbommmdmmm

Nas Oy JONe WA IT Aas e Beal power 10 do A hos
compled with Proper Practices in dolng 30

eJuiationa ang Proper Practices thet could have 3
#onificant Tinancad effect on e anlity of s
#uthorily 1o condact its Dusness of menage its
fnances.

C.Woprawu.am_opoomnaymnngmmfm
he exercise of electon’ fights & scoordance with the
‘edjurremuents of e Accounts and Audit Roguiations,

s.meMmmmudnmdmhmm
Suthority and took appropaate S0ps 10 manages those
risks, Induding the insroduction of interrat cantrals and'or
aniernal nsurance cover whers recuired.

0. Wo maintained throughout e yesr an adeguate and | HTANGM for & competent person, ndependont of the Tnancw
#Mecive sysiem of nlarmal sudit of the scoounbng CONFON and pyocedures, 10 QWG an abjective view on whethor
fecovds and Contryl sysiame V nfevmal contrals maeet the needs of thes smaler autharty

7. 'We 1008 appioprisie scton on all maters raised - measondad 10 malters broughd 1o £s attention by nlernsd and
I TEpOE fram miemal and exiemal audt L :

8. 'Va considered whether any litigation, Eabailles o
commilmanis, avents or NSNsSaclions, occumng sther
durng ar Afar e year-end. have a financal impact on
Uis suthoelly and, where appropnate, have included tham
" the accounting statemonts

3. (For local councils only) Trust Nnds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustoe we discharged our sccountabality
rasponsibiiities for the fund(s)assets, including

firancial reporting and, If reguired, Indepandent
examination or sudiL

10, Weo have out in plsce arangements for the alfecive IT | hees made sutable srranpemants for £3 1T and dety
and dasls management in acoordance with proper \/ mavingament and has comphed with proper practicey M
practhces durng e ysar undar review

mﬁw«wwmum auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

consiierad and documonisd e Snanciy and offser niska 4
faces and deall with Meen propeddy

has met al af il responsdies whom, as a Sody

mluammmdaw
frus! or trusts

This Annual Govemance Statemen! was approved at 3 Signed by the Chas and Clark of the meeting where
meeting of the authonty on: approval was given:

C2/06 [2026

and recorded as minute referencs Chair

0S2/0626 <
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Sithington Parish Council

‘ v . .‘ : . LT, ° ! i ! ] I'w

MTust »

1. Balances brought Tofa!bolmoenandmmoammobopmvgdrhoyow
forwsrd 39176 45 256 as recorded m the financial records. Valve must agree
| to Box 7 of pyevious year |
113,000
66,975

2 (O)Pmcom'orhmmmd Tomlmno&#alp“r;c;;?(};’;fbﬂsmmswbmﬂ f
Lovigy

mwvedarmvmwtlmyaar Exclude any grants

" e —

' 3. (+) Total ofher receipts

T W Rl A ——————

—

Towilmmoormoawasmcorobdmmecwmookbse
51.080 Ihe precept or ralesfevies received (line 2) include any

.

4 (~) Stff costs Tatafoxpmdam o paymenls made fo and on behall y
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
37,024 69.586 arnpioyars NI contniutions, employers pansion
. contritxlions. Wmmsmrmmwi_
5. () Loan inlerest'capial Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest

repayments 4.115 made during the yeuar on the authorlly's borrowings (¥ any)

£ (-) Al other payments
92.756
. - repsymwits (ne 3|

7. (*) Balances carned Total balances and raserves af the and of the year
inrward 45,256 must equal (1+2+3) . (44546

T et e P e B e - A N

mﬂoxpmmmpayvmmasmﬂodmlhem
book less stalf cogts (line 4) and loan interast/capital

— ’.-‘

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
Shon form investments 45,278/ holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agrae with bank reconciliation.,
9. Tolai fixed assats plus The vilawe of all the propeety the sulhorily owns — # 13 made
long farm investments 148 522 up of al 23 fixed assels and long lerm investments as at
and assels 37 March

10. Total barrowings rhe autstanding capifai balance as af 371 March of all lnans
(mm third perties (including PWLE).

ror Local Councils Only L Yy '

For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 1o 2.23.

sccounting siatermants above
xcluds any trusl ums?

-—.—‘:-:r N ——

11 Do the fgures = the ‘y
v

T — -

| certify thal for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting | confirm that these Accounting Statements wers
Stataments in this Annual Govermnance and Accountability @pproved by thes authority on this date.

Retum have been prepared on sither & receipts and payments |

o Incoma and expendilure basis following the guidancs in CSI '(ﬁ 22
Govemance and Accountability for Smaller Authoriies - a I 6

Practtioners’ Guide 10 Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position of this suthority - 88 recorded in minute reference
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before boi
presented to the authority ; adaic, OSZ/OGZGC

- Signed by Chair of the meeting whers the Accounting
| Statermnents were approved

- ozlos 2oz E TS,
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of Sitlington Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

wwammmammmhmmwmmmmmmum
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, t does not constitute an audit camied out In accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Irsland) and hance it does not provide the same loval of assurance that such an audit would,
The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is approprigte
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governancs and
Accountabiity Retum i accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Comptrolier and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -

hitps //\www. nao org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority s responsible for ensuring that its financial management Is adequats and effective and that it has
a sound system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govermance and Accountability Retumn in
accordance with Proper Practices which.

* summanses the accounting records for the vear ended 31 March 2026 and
* confirms and provides assurance on those matiers that are relevant to our dubes and responsibiliies as extemal auditors

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

!cewmmmmmmrmnmuwmdsmm1mzovmm Govarnance and Accountability Retum, in
1 the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum i5 In accordance with Proper Praclices and
’no matiers have come 1o our altention giving causs for concem thal relevat legialation and reguialory reguiements have not baen mal.

‘(‘m as appropniate ).

llmmnMMlW)

:WﬂmmMoommmmmehmmbnth
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3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibiiies under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

“Pis G0 ek cerdly comolele

» » ol

Extermal Audilor Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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