
SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 6th September 2011 at 6.45p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, J Newsome, D Walker, R Aspinall, R Morton, A Shaw, M Bradley, N 
Brook and J Bennett.

District Councillor Sanders.

Sergeant Day and P.C. Findlay attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 
79.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton declared an interest in Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and Councillor R Bennett declared an interest in the Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee 
Meetings and all completed and signed the relevant form.

80.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th July 2011

It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved – That, with the 
amendment to Minute number 73 to state that the proposal was made by Councillor Shaw and seconded by Councillor 
Aspinall, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 5th July 2011 be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.
81.
Communications Received.
The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council Electoral Services – Register of Electors Monthly Update


Wakefield Council Mayor’s Office – Mayor’s Civic Parade and Service 24th September 2011


Campaign to Protect Rural England – Countryside Voice Magazine Summer 2011


Wakefield Council Mayor’s Office – Craft Fayre 17th September 2011


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Review of Polling Districts & Polling Places


Wakefield Council Planning Services – Wakefield Local Development Framework Site Specific 










Proposals Document – Submission


HSBC – Notice of closure of account


Voluntary Action Yorkshire – Digital Switchover Advice Sessions


SMP Playgrounds – Parish and Community News 


Campaign to Protect Rural England – Fieldwork Magazine Summer 2011


Rural Action Yorkshire – Notice of Annual General Meeting


Glasdon Supplies – Catalogue


Society of Local Council Clerks – ‘The Clerk’ Magazine


YLCA – White Rose Update July 2011


Wakefield Council Planning services– Wakefield Local Development Framework Site Specific 





Proposals Document – Submission New Sites – Representations Received


Wakefield Council Planning services – Further response to Bellway Development issues


Royal Horticultural Society – Britain in Bloom


Wakefield Council Planning, Transport & Highways – Wakefield Street Design – Draft Consultation


Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional Training & Event Guide September to December 2011


e-mails:


YLCA – White Rose Update July 2011


Wakefield District Primary Care Trust – Notice of Annual Meeting & update on NHS Reforms


Wakefield Council – Site specific proposals


YLCA – Derelict land/ buildings


Wakefield Council – Cancellation of Town & Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting 20th July 2011


Reconnect – Introduction to ‘Wakeybus’


Wakefield Council – Stage three of the Library Review Update


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Council 27th July 2011


Sustainable Gov - Public Service News


Action Planning – Invitation to meet key funders at the ‘Funding Roadshow’ conferences


YLCA – Clerk vacancy at Great Ouseburn Parish Council


YLCA – Vacancy for Deputy Town Clerk at South Elmsall Town Council


Communications Received (continued).

e-mails (continued):

Sustainable Gov – Public Service News


Directory for Social Change – e-news update


YLCA – Involvement in Library Provision


Wakefield Council – Sport England Inspired Facilities Programme – Information Circular


YLCA – New information on YLCA website


Voluntary Action Wakefield – E-bulletin update


Sustainable Gov – Public Service News


Medgalv Ltd – Monohinge self closing gates


YLCA – Vacancy for Clerk at Arkendale Parish Council


Wakefield Council – Town & Parish Council Liaison Group – Signing of the Parish Charter


Wakefield Council - Friends of Sandal Castle – Notice of event


Sustainable Gov – Public Service News


Rural Action Yorkshire – Village SOS Competition


Sustainable Gov – Public Service News


YLCA – Certificate in Local Council Administration


Sweet & Maxwell – Invitation to the 2011 Planning Law Conference


Fields in Trust – The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge


West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive – Wakefield Bus Service Review


West Yorkshire Police Authority – Invitation to Local Policing Committee


Wakefield Council –Agenda for Council 7th September 2011


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Clerk & Councils Direct – September 2011 magazine

Besa – Office furniture catalogue


Society of Local Council Clerks – Notice of Annual General Meeting


e-mails:


Voluntary Action Wakefield District – September 2011 e-bulletin


Sustainable.gov – Public Service News



All correspondence was noted.

82.
Planning Applications.
The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following new applications had been received:- 

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	11/01706/FUL
	Mr J Bodger
	39 Water Lane, Middlestown
	Two storey extension to side (resubmission)
	Full Planning



The application was noted.
83.
Planning Decisions.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following notifications of Planning decisions had been 
received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/01362/ADV
	Steve Burrows
	223 Bridge Road, Horbury
	Illuminated signage scheme (inc 3 fascia signs and 3 free standing signs)
	Application to Display Adverts
	Split Decision on Application

	11/01399/FUL
	Jim Mahle
	189 New Road, Middlestown
	Single storey ext to side and rear; bay window to front
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	11/01404/FUL
	Mrs E Grayson
	59 The Crescent, Netherton
	Construction of rooms inroof space with dormers to front and rear
	Full Planning
	Application Refused


84.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk informed the meeting that the following application had been received and, due to urgency, verbally approved 
by Councillors J and W Newsome:

Lawnstone – Netherton Cemetery Section C Grave 52 – Michael Neaber


The Clerk reported that the following application had been received: 


Lawnstone – Netherton Cemetery Section C Grave 65 – Angela Margaret Smith

It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved to approve the application.
85.
Report from the Area Panel Meeting


Councillor J Newsome outlined the discussions held at the Area Panel Meeting, as shown in his report that had been 
circulated with the Clerks’ report.

The report was noted


86.
Netherton play area update report

The Clerk informed the meeting that the two benches and bins had been installed and that he had arranged for the bins to 
be emptied on a weekly basis as part of the maintenance contract for the play area.


The Clerk reported that a 15 year old boy had been injured in an accident at the play area but there was no liability 
attached to the Parish Council, that there had been damage to the basket swing that had been repaired free of charge by 
Record RSS and there had been vandalism of the basket swing that, due to being hazardous, had been repaired as a matter 
of urgency at a cost of £1,300 plus VAT. Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that the incident had been reported 
to West Yorkshire Police but the culprits had not been identified.
87.
Report from the Finance Committee


The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 25th August 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, was discussed:


2011/2012 Financial Report – The Clerk informed the meeting that the estimated position as at 31st March 2012 was 
for a balance of £21,989 in bank accounts to be transferred to 2012/2013 and outlined assumptions in arriving at the 
estimated position but explained that commitments for the cost of the new allotments in Netherton, the double running 
costs for the replacement Clerk and additional costs to create a office within the parish with equipment were not included 
in the figures but some of this may be offset by an additional VAT reclaim in 2011/2012 and further under spending on 
some budgets. 


It was proposed by Councillor J Bennett, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved to accept the 
recommendation of the Finance Committee and to continue to monitor the financial position and cash flow throughout the 
financial year.

Amendments to 2011/2012 budgets – The Clerk informed the meeting that the budgets set at the beginning of the year 
reflected the planned spending but it was recognized that they would require amending during the year as a result of 
spending approved by the Parish Council during the year. As a result the Clerk had circulated a schedule of suggested 
budget amendments to update the financial plan. 

It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved to approve the amendments to the 
2011/2012 budgets as per the schedule.
88.
Approval of Payments


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee had approved the payments schedule dated 1st August 2011, 
a copy of which had been circulated with his report, due to urgency and that no Parish Council Meeting was held in 
August 2011. It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Walker and Resolved that, as 
recommended by the Finance Committee, the schedule of payments be approved.

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee was recommending approval of the payments schedule, as 
circulated with his report.

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Walker and Resolved that, as recommended by the 
Finance Committee, the schedule of payments be approved
89.
Training courses for Parish Councillors


The Clerk informed the meeting that Councillors John and Wendy Newsome would be attending the Joint Regional 
Training Conference at Willerby, East Yorkshire and that payment had been made for the fees, meals and 
accommodation. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved 
that the cost of travel and associated expenses be reimbursed to Councillors John and Wendy Newsome on the production 
of tickets or receipts and that consideration be given at a future Parish Council Meeting to formalizing the policy for 
payment of travel and other relevant expenses.

Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, Kirkpatrick and Morton left the meeting for the Update Report on Netherton 
Sports and Social Club agenda item having declared an interest in the matter.

90.
Update report on the potential purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club



The Business Plan for the potential purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club, a copy of which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, was discussed. The Clerk explained that the document was, wherever possible, based on views 
expressed by Parish Councillors in response to his questionnaire but the responses showed there were differing views on 
some aspects of how the facility should be run and managed should the Parish Council complete the purchase. The Parish 
Council would therefore have to be responsive to changes to assumptions as these could have an impact on the financial 
viability of the scheme and therefore the precept. The Clerk informed the meeting that he had sent the document to the 
Yorkshire Local Councils Association raising a number of questions around the legality of a Parish Council running a 
Community Centre based on the envisaged model but, at the time of writing, had not received a response.


Councillor R Bennett reiterated the fact that the Parish Council had resolved at previous Parish Council Meetings to 
create an office within the parish and that, although there would be a need for some building work, it would be possible to 
achieve this by use of space in the current Netherton Sports and Social Club as well as creating a ‘Community Centre’ for 
the benefit of parishioners at a cost of £60,000 for the purchase and around £30,000 for building works.


After further discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Shaw and resolved that, 
subject to obtaining permission to apply for a loan from the Secretary of State for the Department for Communities and 
Local Government and subsequently securing a loan of £60,000 and to completing the necessary legal requirements, the 
Parish Council should purchase the current Netherton Sports and Social Club. Furthermore the possibility of obtaining a 
further loan of £30,000 to complete building work to create a parish office should be explored.
91.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day informed the meeting that officers on Safe Scheme duties had worked 26 hours in July 2011 and 32 in 
August 2011 and circulated information and provided details of crimes in the Parish during those months which showed 
fourteen crimes reported in Netherton, eleven in Overton, six in Middlestown and three in Midgley along with seventeen 
anti-social behaviour calls. 

Sergeant Day explained that of the crimes in Overton seven related to a mini crime spree by one person in the car park of 
New Hall Prison and the person responsible had been apprehended and remanded in custody and outlined the other 
crimes which included one of burglary from a house and an number of incidents of car crime. He also identified the areas 
targeted by Safe Scheme Officers and plans to increase patrols in the parish during the Halloween and bonfire night 
periods.

The report was noted by the meeting.
 92.
Report from Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee Meetings

The Clerk informed the meeting that he, along with Councillors J Newsome and R Bennett had attended a committee 
meeting of Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme in order to gain a better understanding of the management and 
financial structure of the organisation and explained that the Management Committee had responsibility for overseeing 
the maintenance of the football and cricket fields and the bowling green but each of these teams were responsible for 
raising their own funds. 

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that the 
maintenance payment for 2011/2012 should remain at £5,200 and be reviewed for the 2012/2013 financial year.


Councillor R Bennett reported that he, as Parish Council representative on the scheme committee, had attended a 
subsequent meeting and The Little Bull Football Club had been disbanded but Netherton Junior Football Club intended to 
join the Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme and use the facilities.


93.
Report from the Allotments Committee


The notes of the Allotments Committee Meeting and inspection, a copy of which was circulated with the Clerks’ report, 
were discussed.  


The Clerk reported that he had contacted the five Wakefield Council approved contractors and one other contractor able 
to complete the entrance, car parking, storage and water supply work and had met with representatives from two of the 
companies but had not received the quotations at the time of the meeting and that the other four companies had not 
returned his calls and he had therefore not been able to arrange site meetings with them.


Councillor Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that all allotments on Netherton Central and Overton sites were well kept 
and Windy Bank site there were no major concerns although three allotments were either unkempt or underused. It was 
proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the tenants of these allotments should 
be notified of the comments of the Allotments Committee in writing.


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had been contacted by a family member of a tenant requesting that the agreement 
be amended to his name from February 2012. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by 
Councillor Walker and resolved that, especially as there was a large waiting list, it was not appropriate to amend the 
agreement and the person should be informed of the decision and that he could be added to the waiting list if he so 
wished.


The Clerk informed the meeting that a number of sheds and outbuildings at Windy Bank had been broken into and items 
stolen and that the crime had been reported to West Yorkshire Police. The culprits had broken a fence at the bottom of the 
site to allow the stolen items to be loaded onto a vehicle in the adjacent field but had not gained access through the main 
gate.

94.
Reports from the Amenities and Recreation Committee


Councillor J Newsome reported from the Recreation and Amenities Committee Meeting held on 18th July 2011, the 
minutes of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ report. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Walker, 
seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved to accept the recommendations of the committee including the re-seeding 
around the slide and laying turf to the remainder of Netherton play area.

95.
Report from Cemeteries Committee


The report from the Cemeteries Committee Meeting and inspection of 2nd August 2011 was considered and it was 
proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the recommendations of the 
committee be accepted and implemented.

96.
Report from the Parish Plan Working Group Meeting


The minutes of the Parish Plan Working Group Meeting of 22nd August, a copy of which was circulated with the Clerks’ 
report, were considered. It was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the 
recommendations from the working group be accepted and, in addition, a letter be sent to the Governors of Middlestown 
Junior and Infant School to ascertain if there was a possibility that Centre X of the school could be used to provide a 
replacement library.
97.
Dates for Parish Council Meetings in 2012

The Clerk reported that, in line with Parish Council procedures, the following dates and venues were suggested for Parish 
Council Meetings in 2012, subject to confirmation that the venues are available:


Middlestown




Netherton


10th January 2012



7th February 2012


6th March 2012




3rd April 2012 (and Parish Meeting)


1st May 2012 (Annual Meeting)


12th June 2012

 





3rd July 2012




4th September 2012


2nd October 2012



6th November 2012


4th December 2012


It was proposed by Councillor Shaw, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the meetings be arranged on the 
suggested dates, subject to the venues being available.

98.
Report from the Employment Committee

Appointment of a replacement Parish Clerk as a result of the resignation of the current post holder


Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that he and Councillor J Newsome had held a discussion with the Parish Clerk 
and, as a result, the Clerk had written to confirm his agreement to terminate his employment on 31st December 2011 to 
allow the replacement to be employed from 1st January 2012 and had reiterated that he was willing to agree a period of 
training and cover for the new Clerk for up to three months.



The report and recommendations from the Employment Committee Meeting held on 11th August 2011 were considered by 
the meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the post of Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer should be advertised on the scale 30-34 with a contract for 26 hours per week which would 
allow a ‘Clerical Support Officer’ to be appointed on scale 15 to 17 for 18 hours per week which financially would equate 
to the cost of a full time Clerk as approved at the July 2011 Parish Council Meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Aspinall and resolved the timetable for the 
recruitment process be approved as recommended by the Employment Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved the advert for the post be 
approved as recommended by the Employment Committee with amendments.

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved the job specification be 
approved and that applications be by application form as recommended by the Employment Committee.


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the Person 
Specification be approved and sent to those requesting application forms as recommended by the Employment 
Committee. 

It was proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved The Employment Committee 
should be responsible for shortlisting as recommended by the Employment Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that the decision on the 
interview panel and location of interviews should be discussed at the October 2011 Parish Council Meeting. 


Appointment of a Clerical Support Officer


It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that, as recommended by the 
Employment Committee, the process for recruitment of the Clerical Support Officer should be discussed at the next 
Employment Committee Meeting and the recruitment process should commence in January 2012 
1

