SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 7th September 2010 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors R Bennett, W Newsome, J Newsome, M Bradley, N Brook, P France, I Taylor, M Bray, K Bray 

and D Walker.

District Councillor B Denson


One resident attended the meeting and P.C. Laybourne attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports
65.
Declarations of Interest.


No declarations of interest were registered. 
66.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th July 2010

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 13th July 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
67.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council – Wakefield Local Development Framework – Site Specific Proposals 




Development Plan Document Consultation Draft (inc DVD)


Wakefield Council – Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors Monthly Update


Mazars – Notice of completion of 2009/10 external audit


SLCC – Regional Conference for Yorkshire 7th September 2010


Glasdon – Products catalogue


West Yorkshire Police – Receipt for Safe Scheme payment


Middlestown Darby & Joan Club – Receipt for grant payment and letters of thanks


SMP Playgrounds – Product information


CPRE – ‘Countryside Voice’ magazine Summer 2010


CPRE – ‘Fieldwork’ magazine August 2010


Rural Action Yorkshire – ‘Country Air’ magazine Summer 2010


McInerney Homes – ‘Building Better Communities In Partnership with You’ brochure


Clerk & Councils Direct – September 2010 magazine


No Need For Nuclear - Newsletter


E-mails:


YLCA – Opportunity to sample ‘Working with your Council’ course


YLCA – Adjournment and re-convening of the YLCA Joint Annual Meeting 2010


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Council Meeting 28th July 2010


District Councillor Colley – Culvert on Low Lane, Middlestown – information


YLCA – Clerks vacancy Brough with St Giles Parish Council


YLCA – Clerks vacancy Thorpe Salvin Parish Council


NALC – Events bulletin


YLCA – Training events in August and September 2010


Husson UK Ltd – Play area equipment details


YLCA – Clerks vacancy Tickhill Town Council


YLCA – Cilca prospectus


West Yorkshire Police – Cash windfall (grants)


West Yorkshire Police – Police & Crime Commissioners – Have Your Say!


NALC – Community Right to Build


YLCA – Change of Chief Officer


Russell Play – Details of multi-games area


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Wakefield Council – Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors Monthly Update


Wakefield Council – Licensing Office – Statement of Licensing Policy 2011-2013


SLCC – Notice of Annual General Meeting on 16th October 2010


Communications Received (continued).

E-mails:


Wakefield Council – Supplement: Amended work programme – Community Safety Overview & Scrutiny Committee 



relating to Agenda Document for council 8th September 2010


SLCC – Rural Matters magazine September 2010


Wakefield Council: Urgent Item relating to Agenda Document for council 8th September 2010


YLCA – Clerks vacancy Slingsby, South Holme & Fryston Parish Council


All correspondence was noted.
68.
Council Tax Referendums

Discussion took place on the Government consultation ‘Local referendums to veto excessive council tax increases’, a 
copy of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ report, along with an e-mail from Sheenagh Spence, Deputy Chief 
Officer of the Yorkshire Local Councils Association, a copy of the document from The Suffolk Association of Local 
Councils referring to in Sheenagh’s e-mail and the SLCC Branch Newsletter dated 25th August 2010, all referring to the 
consultation.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that a letter of response be 
sent to the Department for Communities and Local Government stating the concerns of the Parish Council around the cost 
of any referendums being the responsibility of the Parish Council, the fact that a Parish Plan had recently been completed 
in consultation with the electors and the short deadline for any comments on this topic which was 10th September 2010.
69.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


PC Laybourne reported on crimes in the parish during July and August 2010 which showed eight reported crimes in 
Middlestown, nine in Netherton, three in Overton and two in Midgley. Of these two involved burglary of dwellings, three 
of other types of burglary, two of theft of vehicles, six of theft from vehicles, four of damage, one theft and four drug 
related crimes. In addition there had been eighteen reports of anti-social behaviour.

PC Laybourne also highlighted the area being targeted by Safe Scheme officers during the period which included drug, 
anti-social behaviour and motoring offences.
70.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that the schedule of  
accounts be approved for payment.


71.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following applications for a memorial had been received:


Temporary Marker Cross – Middlestown Cemetery Grave I015 – Jack Gillard



Temporary Marker Cross – Netherton Cemetery Grave C65 – Angela Smith



Additional Inscription – Middlestown Cemetery Grave E101 – Mabel Fisher



Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery Grave I008 – Patricia Whiteford 


Due to urgency the above have been verbally approved by two Parish Councillors


Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery Grave I009 – Roland Wilcock


Additional Inscription – Netherton Cemetery Grave E95 – Ronald Jackson

Cremated Remains Tablet – Netherton Cemetery plot to be allocated – Denis Firth

It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that the applications be 
approved
72.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
73.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
74.
Report on allotments issues

 The Clerk reported that following the July 2010 Parish Council Meeting he, along with Councillors Kirkpatrick, Taylor, 
Walker had met with Simon Russell, the architect who drew up the original plans for additional allotments in Netherton, 
and agreed a revised plan for the proposed allotment site which was shown to the meeting. As a strip of land had not been 
left between the allotment site and the cemetery the Clerk was asked to contact Simon Russell to instruct him to revise the 
plan accordingly. As all other aspects of the plans was as agreed Simon would then be instructed to meet with 
representatives from Planning and Highways Services from Wakefield Council and submit the plans on behalf of the 
Parish Council.

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Mr R Wall of Lower Windy Bank Farm, Netherton requesting permission to create a new entrance to Windy Bank Allotments., through existing allotment number 1, an allotment he had a tenancy agreement for with the Parish Council. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the request by Mr Wall would be rejected.
75.
Update on cemetery issues discussed at the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th July 2010

The Clerk informed the meeting that order for memorial safety testing and inspections had been placed with Memsafe 
Ltd, the company that had conducted memorial tests and reports in 2004 and the work would commence on Monday 13th 
September 2010 and will take around three days at an estimated cost of £1,440.00 plus VAT.


The Clerk reported that he had met with J.J. Wells Builders to obtain quotations for the rebuilding of the stone wall at 
Middlestown Cemetery but they were unable to provide a quotation as the work was of a specialist nature. After 
discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor K Bray and resolved that quotations should be 
sought for the erection of a post and rail fence along the rear wall of Middlestown Cemetery.

The Clerk reported that he had also met J.J. Wells Builders to obtain quotations for remedial work to the wall at 
Netherton Cemetery. The quotation to rebuild eight pillars and re-point the wall was £3,868 plus VAT and the quotation 
to re-build the whole of the wall to the left of the gate and re-point the wall to the right of the gate was £7,768 plus VAT.  
but it had become evident that there were a number of options available and, unless the Parish Council specified the 
actual work required, comparison of the quotations would be difficult. After discussion, due to the potential high cost, it 
was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that further quotations should be 
obtained to remove the existing wall at the front of Netherton Cemetery and replace it with metal fencing.

The Clerk reported that he had obtained a price list from Wakefield MDC for waste collection bins for the cemeteries. 
And that the Parish Council currently had a 240 litre wheeled bin at each cemetery and paid £210.00 plus VAT for a 
weekly collection. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that no change be 
made to the contract for waste disposal at the cemeteries. 

76.
Update on I.T. issues

Councillor Taylor provided a summary of I.T. issues and it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J 
Newsome and resolved that a meeting of the I.T. Committee should be held and a report presented to a Parish Council 
meeting.
77.
Risk Management Policy

The Clerk reported that although the Risk Management Policy had been reviewed at the June 2010 Parish Council 
Meeting it was resolved that a further review should be carried out during the year. A copy of the policy, on which 
suggested amendments had been highlighted, had been circulated with the Clerks’ report was discussed and it was 
proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the amendments be accepted and 
the policy implemented by the Parish Council.
78.
Inspection of play areas


Councillor Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that she had continued to inspect Netherton play area and there were no new 
issues to report. Councillor Walker informed the meeting that, although not in good condition, there had been no changes 
at the Overton play area.
79.
Report from the Parish Plan Working Group


Councillor J Newsome outlined discussions from the Parish Plan Working Group. After discussion it was proposed by 
Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that a meeting should be held with Virginia Moulton from 
Wakefield MDC to discuss a new parish map, a meeting held with Wakefield MDC to discuss traffic issues throughout 
the parish and that Councillor France would arrange a meeting with representatives from Coxleylive. 


It was reported that the public consultation meeting to be held on 20th September 2010 had been postponed and would 
now be held on 28th October 2010 at Netherton Sports and Social Club 
80.
Dates for Parish Council Meetings

The Clerk informed the meeting that a Parish Council Meeting was due to be held on 7th December 2010 at Netherton J 
& I School but he had been notified that the school was not available on that date but it had been confirmed that Centre X 
at Middlestown J & I School was available on 7th December 2010 .

The Clerk also informed the meeting of the suggested dates and venues for Parish Council Meetings in 2011, which were: 


Netherton




Middlestown


11th January 2011



1st February 2011


1st March 2011




5th April 2011 (and Parish Meeting)


3rd May 2011 (Annual Meeting)


7th June 2011

 





5th July 2011




6th September 2011


4th October 2011




1st November 2011


6th December 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the Parish Council Meeting of
7th December 2010 be held in Centre X of Middlestown J & I School and that, subject to confirmation that the venues 
were available and the date for the local elections to be held in May 2011, the schedule of meetings be approved.
81.
Report from Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee

Councillor Bennett reported that he had reiterated to the DGMWS Committee the Parish Council request for a split of the 
individual sections accounts for the current financial year. He informed the meeting that the clubs were cutting back on 
some costs due to lack of funding, that the committee was exploring the possibility of extending the pavilion, that 
Netherton Junior 
Football Club were looking to move and use the Denby Grange facility and that one Trustee had 
resigned due to work commitments and the committee were taking the opportunity to rationalize the sections.
82.
Application for Preliminary Consent in a Controlled Locality for Inclusion in the 
Pharmaceutical List by Shariq Hussain Ltd in the Vicinity of Upper Lane, Netherton

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received notification that the application by Shariq Hussain Ltd had been 
approved by the NHS Wakefield District. The decision was noted.
83.
Tenancy agreement for the play area in Netherton

The Clerk reported that he had been informed by Andrew Pang from Property Services Section of Wakefield MDC that 
he had asked Wakefield MDC Legal Services Section to draw up a tenancy agreement for the play area land in Netherton 
but this had not been received.
84.
Report from the Employment Committee

Councillor Taylor outlined discussions and recommendations, contained in the minutes of the meeting attached to these 
minutes, on the Employment Committee around the Contract of Employment for the Parish Clerk. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the recommendations of the 
Employment Committee be accepted and implemented.
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