
SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 4th October 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor J Newsome in the Chair.


Parish Councillors H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, R Aspinall, R Morton and A Shaw

District Councillor I Sanders.

Two residents attended the meeting and Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N Brook, D Walker, R Bennett, J Bennett and M Bradley.

99.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton declared an interest in Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and Councillors J Newsome and W Newsome declared an interest in the Approval of Payments agenda 
item and all completed and signed the relevant form.

100.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th September 2011

It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 6th September 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
101.
Communications Received.
The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council Planning Section – Street lighting hanging basket licence


Sweet & Maxwell – Publications brochure


YLCA – Papers for Wakefield Branch Meeting


Boundary Commission for England – The 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England


SLCC – Savings on utility bills


Local Council Review – Autumn 2011 magazine


SLCC – The Clerk magazine September 2011


Campaign to Protect Rural England – Booklet ‘How to respond to planning applications: an 8-step guide


Wakefield Council – Notice of small business rate relief for Middlestown and Netherton Cemeteries


e-mails:


Netherton Gala Committee – Copy of 2011 gala accounts


Highways Agency – M62 J25 to J30 Managed Motorway Scheme


Sustainablegov.co.uk – Update report


Kidzaware – Training courses


LCR online – Update report


LCR online – Subscriber survey


Overton Gala Committee – Report on gala and thank you to Parish Council for supporting event


Wakefield Express – Change of local reporter


LCR online – Update report


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Standards Committee


Wakefield Council – Updated Parish Council Clerk Listing


The National Coalmining Museum – Invitation to Landscape of the Senses Exhibition


Coxley News – Request for articles for the winter issue


Action Planning – Invitation to ‘Managing the Fundraising Function’ a one-day masterclass


Planningresolved.co.uk – Neighbourhood Development Plans


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Besa – Office furniture catalogue

e-mails:


Wakefield Council – Wakefield Rural Area Forum Meeting


HTF Events – Economic Vision in Historic Towns – planning and regeneration


Wakefield Council – Diamond Jubilee Parties guidance notes



All correspondence was noted.

102.
Planning Applications.
The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following new applications had been received:- 

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	11/00956/SUB01
	Paul Teasdale
	Wood Lane (land at), Overton
	Discharge of condition 2 (highways)from approved application 11/00956/FUL
	Discharge of Conditions

	11/01996/FUL
	David Brearey & Rachel Tilley
	11 Thornhill Close, Middlestown
	Two storey extension to side & single storey extension to rear with raised balcony
	Full Planning



Concerns were raised over application number 11/01742/FUL for the demolition of a farmhouse and replacement with a 
residential development of two semi-detached dwellings with integral garages at Mug Hill Farm, Mug Hill Lane, 
Thornhill Edge, as notified in the Clerks’ report, as it was considered inappropriate for such a development on green belt 
land. It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that, subject to 
confirmation that the development was on green belt land, the Parish Council should object to the application.


Other applications were noted.

One resident left the meeting at this point.
103.
Planning Decisions.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report no further notifications of planning decisions had been 
received.
104.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk reported that no applications for memorials had been received.
105.
Traffic issues within the parish

Councillor J Newsome reported that he, along with Parish Councillors W Newsome, Aspinall and Kirkpatrick had met 
with Bob Whyatt from Wakefield Council Highways Department to discuss traffic issues in the parish and a copy of the 
notes of the meeting had been circulated by the Clerk. It was reported that the meeting had been useful and that Bob 
Whyatt had agreed to progress issues where possible and provide criteria for certain schemes. 

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the Clerk should write 
to Bob Whyatt outlining the outcomes of the meeting and that progress on issues should be monitored.
106.
Report from the Finance Committee


The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 15th September 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, was discussed:


Grant application from Netherton Cricket Club – The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee had 
considered a grant application from Netherton Cricket Club and were recommending approval of a one off grant of £500 
towards 
the costs of providing additional changing rooms at the ground.


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the 
recommendation of the Finance Committee be accepted and, in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the 
Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that 
section, a grant of £500.00 be approved.

2011/2012 External Audit Report – The Clerk informed the meeting that the External Audit Report had been received 
and that no concerns had been raised and that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had been met. 


The Clerk informed the meeting that, as in previous years, the accounts for Netherton Village Hall Trust had not been 
considered as part of the internal audit but the External Auditor had commented that, although not affecting their opinion 
on the Parish Council report, Trust Funds should be considered by the Internal Auditor as part of the annual internal audit. 
It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the comments of the 
External Auditor be noted and discussion be held with the Internal Auditor over Netherton Village Hall Trust audit for 
2011/2012.  

Having declared an interest in the following agenda item Councillors J Newsome and W Newsome left the meeting and it 
was resolved that Councillor Kirkpatrick should therefore take the Chair for the Approval of Payments agenda item.

107.
Approval of Payments


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee was recommending approval of the payments schedule.

It was proposed by Councillor Shaw, seconded by Councillor Morton and Resolved that, as recommended by the 
Finance Committee, the schedule of payments and items subsequently received be approved

108.
Update report on the purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club


As four Parish Councillors had declared an interest in the agenda item and therefore only two Parish Councillors were in 
attendance to discuss the item and a quorum was not present the item was deferred to a future Parish Council Meeting.
109.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day informed the meeting that officers had worked 18 hours during September 2011 on Safe Scheme duties. He 
circulated information on crimes reported during September 2011 which showed five in Netherton, three in Middlestown, 
two in Midgley and one in Overton. Of these crimes one involved burglary from a dwelling, two of other types of 
burglary, two of theft of a motor vehicle, three of theft from motor vehicles, one of other type of theft, one of damage and 
one for drug offences. In addition there were ten reports of anti-social behaviour. 


The report was noted by the meeting.

 110.
Bus service review

Councillor J Newsome reported that he and Councillor W Newsome had attended the Bus Services Review Meeting and 
that none of the services through the parish were affected. He highlighted however, that a further review of services 
crossing boundaries was to be held in October 2012 and, as this may well result in passengers from Middlestown, Overton 
and Netherton having to change buses in Horbury, meaning two separate fares, the Councillors had raised the issue of a 
transfer ticket system being implemented.

The report was noted.

111.
Library review update


The Clerk reported that Wakefield Council had conducted stage 1 and 2 reviews of the provision of library services in 
Wakefield District and had agreed to proceed to Stage 3 of the review and that Parish Councillors had met with 
representatives of Wakefield Council as part of Stage 1 of the review and the topic was discussed at the Parish Council 
Meeting held on 1st March 2011 where concerns were raised for the future of Middlestown Library but it was resolved 
not to make a submission for proposals for library services in the parish but await the outcome of the review.



As a result of the review the recommendation of Wakefield Council was for a ‘hub library service’ but Middlestown 
Library would not be part of this service and would therefore remain closed. After discussion it was proposed by 
Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved to defer further discussion on the issue to the 
November 2011 Parish Council Meeting  to allow the Headteacher and Governors of Middlestown School to respond to 
the suggestion that Centre X of the school be considered as an alternative site for Middlestown Library.

112.
Report from the Joint Training Conference


Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that he and Councillor W Newsome had attended the Regional Joint 
Training Conference and had found it very useful and agreed to provide a written report to be circulated prior to the 
November 2011 Parish Council Meeting to allow the issues raised to be fully considered. It was therefore agreed to defer 
the agenda item to the November 2011 Parish Council Meeting.

113.
Asset transfer event

The Clerk informed the meeting that it had been suggested that it may be useful for a Parish Councillor to attend the Asset 
Transfer event on behalf of the Parish Council. It felt however that the information likely to be discussed would be 
available through Voluntary Action Wakefield if it was required and therefore not felt necessary to attend the event.

114.
Appointment of a replacement Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer and associated 
training and employment issues


The Clerk reported that the closing date for applications for the replacement Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer had 
past and twenty three applications had been received. He also informed the meeting that a decision 
on the composition of 
the interview panel and venue for interviews had been deferred at the September 2011 Parish Council Meeting and, after 
discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the 
Employment Committee would conduct the interviews which would be held at Netherton Sports and Social Club, 
shortlisting would take place on 6th October 2011 and the dates for interviews would be agreed by the Employment 
Committee on the day of shortlisting.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Parish Council had not acknowledged his resignation and an agreement had not 
been reached on the training and handover period. Discussion took place on the issues of the handover, office 
accommodation and duties as Responsible Financial Officer and it was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by 
Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the Clerk be asked, by letter, to remain in his current post until 31st March 2012 
to allow adequate time to allow the replacement Clerk time to be trained and understand the issues faced by the Parish 
Council and he also be asked to allow continued use of his home as an office until his leaving date should alternative 
accommodation not be available before the replacement Clerk took up post.  
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