
SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 1st November 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors J Newsome, H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, R Aspinall, R Morton, D Walker, J Bennett, M Bradley and 
A Shaw

District Councillor I Sanders.

Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor N Brook
115.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton declared an interest in Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and all completed and signed the relevant form.

116.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th October 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick seconded by Councillor Morton and Resolved by five votes for, none against 
and two abstentions – That the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 4th October 2011 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.
117.
Communications Received.
The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Pateley Bridge Town Council – Town Clerk vacancy


YLCA – White Rose Update


Wakefield Council – Invitation to Remembrance Festival at Wakefield Cathedral


Rural Action Yorkshire – Annual Review and Annual General Meeting


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors Monthly Update


The Queens’ Diamond Jubilee Beacons – The Guide to Taking Part


e-mails:


West Yorkshire Police – Police Authority are now on Twitter!


Voluntary Action Wakefield District – Incorrect telephone number for Wakefield LINk


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Town & Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting 19th October 2011


Norfolk China – The Queens’ Diamond Jubilee 2012 bespoke products


Action Planning – Invitation to ‘Demonstrating Outcomes’ one-day workshop


LCR Online – News update


Ice Road Gritters – Provision of winter gritting services


Historic Towns Forum – Annual Conference details


Wakefield Council – Opportunity to apply for asset transfer of Lightwaves Leisure Centre


YLCA – Cancellation of training course ‘What a Councillor Needs to Know’


Wakefield Council – Highway Programme of Works week commencing 17th October 2011


LCR Online – News update


Wakefield Council – Invitation to ‘Speak up for Wakefield’ event


Middlestown & Overton Gala Committee – Gala accounts for 2011 event


Rural Action Yorkshire – Annual Review and Annual General Meeting


YLCA – Amended Legal Topic Note – Data Protection


YLCA – White Rose Update


Wakefield Council – Highway Programme of Works week commencing 24th October 2011


Directory of Social Change – Social Change Award – Voting Now Open!


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Standards Committee 31st October 2011


YLCA – Info Briefing 24th October 2011


YLCA – Clerk Vacancy


Wakefield Council – Launch of new police non-emergency telephone number – 101


YLCA – One day conference in Todmorden for smaller councils


Communications Received (Continued).

Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

West Yorkshire Police – Receipt for Safe Scheme payment

Clerk & Councils Direct – Magazine November 2011


Rural Action Yorkshire – Country Air Magazine Autumn 2011


e-mails:


YLCA – Parish Clerk vacancy at Clifford ~Parish Council

West Yorkshire Police Authority – Invitation to Local Policing Committee


Rural Action Yorkshire – Invitation to Participatory Budgeting Event


Wakefield Council – Highway Programme of Works week commencing 31st October 2011


All correspondence was noted.

118.
Planning Applications.
The Clerk reported that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.

The applications notified in the Clerks’ report were noted but application number 11/02093/FUL for demolition of a barn 
and erection of 1 no dwelling to replace plot 5 of application number 02/99/17385/C at Whitley Farm, Green Lane, 
Netherton was queried as it was felt that the change to the original planning approval may be of an increased size. It was 
therefore agreed that further investigations were required and, if appropriate, the issue discussed with Wakefield Council 
Planning Department.
119.
Planning Decisions.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following notifications of Planning decisions had been 
received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/00956/SUB01
	Paul Teasdale
	Wood Lane (land at), Overton
	Discharge of condition 2 (highways) from approved application 11/00956/FUL
	Discharge of Conditions
	Conditions Discharged


120.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk reported that he had received the following application for a memorial which, due to urgency, had been 
approved by Councillor J Newsome and Councillor W Newsome:


Additional Inscription – Netherton Cemetery Grave 95 Section E – Elaine Matthews


The approval was noted.
121.
Report from the Finance Committee


The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 20th October 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, was discussed:


2011/2012 Financial Report and Update – The Clerk reported that the current estimate was for a balance of around 
£20,500 to be carried forward into 2012/2013 but the figure was likely to be higher due to some invoices not been 
received, and therefore not paid, before 31st March 2012. It was explained that the figures estimated a level of income and 
expenditure for interments which could also have an effect on the financial projections.


The Clerk explained that there were a number of commitments and potential projects currently being discussed for which 
estimates had not been included in the forecast and these were listed on the Budget Monitor, a copy of which is attached. 
As the cost and timescales for these projects, some of which may not come to fruition, were unknown it was difficult to 
estimate the impact on the current year financial position.
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved to continue to monitor the 
2011/2012 financial position and to update the financial projections as costs and timescales for commitments became 
known and to consider delaying some projects if necessary, as recommended by the Finance Committee.

Report from the Finance Committee (Continued).

Review of allotment charges for 2012/2013 – Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that, with effect from 2nd 
February 2011, the allotment charges had been increased from £15.00 to £20.00 per annum with an additional charge of 
£6.00 for the supply of water to allotments where supplied.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the charges remain at 
the current level for 2012/2013 with the next review to be held in November 2012, as recommended by the Finance 
Committee

Review of Pinfold parking fees for 2012/2013 – Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that the Pinfold parking 
fees had been increased from £88.00 to £108.00 per annum with effect from 1st April 2011, the first increase in a number 
of years.

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved to increase the Pinfold 
parking fees to £110.00 per annum with effect from 1st April 2012, as recommended by the Finance Committee.


Principles and timetable for budget and precept setting 2012/2013

The Clerk informed the meeting that budgets and the precept for 2012/2013 would require approval at the January 2012 
Parish Council Meeting and it was therefore necessary to consider the implications of a number of issues and projects 
prior to approving the final figures.


The Clerk explained that he had produced a first draft budget that had been discussed by the Finance Committee and 
had 
been circulated with his report to give an indication of the recurrent costs and commitments approved and that for the 
purpose of the initial calculation he had omitted various plans, such as the creation of a parish office, where costs were 
currently unknown and this would therefore require discussion as further costs and timescales for plans became known, 
prior to January 2012, but initial calculations indicated that services could be provided without an increase in the 
2011/2012 precept.

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that the 
budget for 2012/2013 should, if possible, be set within a precept of £64,000, the same level as 2011/2012, and the 
Finance Committee should consider the budgets in detail and a report be provided to the December 2011 Parish Council 
Meeting to allow further amendments to be made if necessary prior to final approval at the January 2012 Parish 
Council Meeting.

Review of tender documents for 2012/2013 maintenance and grave digging contracts

Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that the Finance Committee had reviewed the 2011/2012 maintenance and 
grave digging tender documents, a copy of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ report, and were recommending 
that tender 1 for maintenance of cemeteries is amended to include ‘removal of grass cuttings, weeds & pruning’s, part 3 of 
tender 3 for maintenance of play area and open spaces be amended to include land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, 
Netherton and that it be stated in the covering letter that that part 2 for the maintenance of the area around the swings 
etc at Denby Grange play area may be removed from the contract during 2012/2013.

Councillor Kirkpatrick recommended amending part 1 of tender 3 to include the emptying of waste bins at Netherton Play 
Area.


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved to accept the 
recommendations of the Finance Committee and Councillor Kirkpatrick and amend the maintenance and grave digging 
tender documents for 2012/2013 accordingly.
122.
Approval of Payments


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee was recommending approval of the schedule of payments.

It was proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and Resolved that the schedule of payments 
be approved.
123.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day informed the meeting that officers had worked 68 hours on Safe Scheme duties during October 2011, the 
additional hours being over the Halloween weekend, and that five crimes had been reported in the month. Of these two 
were in Netherton, one being a burglary of a dwelling and one theft, and three were in Middlestown, all relating to theft. 
In addition there were two anti-social behaviour calls. 

Sergeant Day also informed the meeting that there had been reports of ‘traps’ being set in Coxley Woods that police 
officers were investigating and that officers continued to target motoring and anti-social behaviour offences in the parish.

The report was noted by the meeting.
124.
Update on the creation of new allotments in Netherton

The Clerk reported that he had still not received any quotes for the creation of the entrance area of the new allotment site 
but had been notified by one of the contractors he had met on the proposed site that they were still drawing up quotations 
for the work to the entrance area. He also reported that he intended to contact other contractors and hoped to be able to 
provide some quotations to the December 2011 Parish Council Meeting.

Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, Kirkpatrick and Morton left the meeting for the Update Report on the Purchase of 
Netherton Sports and Social Club agenda item having declared an interest in the matter.


125.
Update report on the purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club


The Clerk reported that he had received the Approval to Borrow from the Secretary of State for the Department 
Communities and Local Government and that the Parish Council could therefore apply to the Public Works Loan Board 
for a loan. If the application was made and approved the funds would be available within around two weeks. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that he had met with a Commercial Property Agent who had valued the land and buildings and a 
copy of his report was circulated with the Clerks’ report but the report did not take into consideration the value of 
furniture, equipment and alike in the building.

Discussion took place on the apparent lack of progress and delays and specific concerns were raised about the term ‘in 
perpetuity’ which had been introduced in later discussions by club representatives, that the club had not held an Extra 
Ordinary Meeting as it was understood was required and that the Parish Council Solicitor had not received any 
correspondence or documentation from the solicitor representing the club. 

Concerns were raised that the plan to create a parish office in the club building could be delayed as a result of lack of 
progress and the effect this would have for the current Clerk and the handover period with his replacement. An option to 
agree to lease space in the club in the short term to create an office was discussed and the Clerk informed the meeting that 
a rental figure of £2,000 per annum had been provided by the commercial estimator but that work was required to convert 
the room to an office and this would be a commitment at risk if the purchase of the club was not completed, especially as 
it was understood that the club remained in a financial difficulties.

It was proposed by Councillor J Bennett, seconded by Councillor Shaw and resolved that a letter be sent to the Committee 
of Netherton Sports and Social Club providing an update on the loan application process but stating that there were 
concerns over the lack of progress on legal issues and the completion of necessary actions required by the club committee 
and that the Parish Council would not provide any further grant funding and would not progress the use of space in the 
club as an office until the legal documents had been received by the Parish Council Solicitor and any legal issues resolved 
and until there was confirmation that the Netherton Sports and Social Club had held an Extra Ordinary General Meeting 
and confirmation was received that members had approved the sale of the assets.

126.
Update report from the Town and Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting

Councillor R Bennett reported that he and Councillor J Newsome had attended the Town and Parish Council Meeting and 
that the main purpose of the meeting was to accept the Parish Charter and confirmed that he had signed the document on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 

Councillor R Bennett outlined items raised at the meeting which included plans for the Queens’ Diamond Jubilee events 
to be held on 3rd June 2012 and Councillor J Newsome outlined New Area Plans and that Parish Plans would be 
superseded by Neighbourhood Plans.

The report was noted.
127.
Citizens’ Award 2011


The Clerk informed the meeting that as there was no criteria for judging the Citizens’ Award nominees in 2010 three 
awards were presented. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome 
and resolved that the Parish Plan Working Group be requested to consider the issue and produce recommendations for 
consideration at the December 2011 Parish Council Meeting.

128.
Library review update


The Clerk reported that he had been informed that Centre X of Middlestown Junior and Infant School was widely used for 
a number of school activities and would therefore not be an option for a replacement site for Middlestown Library.

129.
Report from the Joint Regional Training Conference


Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that he and Councillor W Newsome had attended the Joint Regional 
Training Conference and a copy of their report had been circulated with the Clerks’ report. Due to time constraints it was 
decided that the report and recommendations be considered at the December Parish Council Meeting.

130.
Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations


Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that at the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st March 2011, Minute number 
205, it had been resolved that the Parish Council would not arrange Street Parties and the item was therefore not 
discussed.

131.
Footpath issue


The Clerk reported that an e-mail with photographs had been received from a resident of Middlestown regarding an issue 
over fencing erected along a footpath in Middlestown know as Wicken Tree Lane, Middlestown. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that Virginia Moulton, Footpaths 
Officer of Wakefield Council, be requested to investigate the issue and provide a report to the Parish Council.

132.
Provision of pharmaceutical services in Netherton


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received a copy of a letter sent from the Netherton Branch Surgery Medical 
Practice to patients regarding the problems faced as a result of losing the pharmacy dispensing service rights due to a new 
pharmacy opening in Netherton, a copy of which had been circulated with his report.


Councillor Shaw informed the meeting that he was aware that a number of objections had been submitted to the 
Wakefield District Primary Care Trust regarding the opening of a new pharmacy in Netherton and the subsequent impact 
on pharmacy and medical practice services, however the new pharmacy was to open on 1st April 2012. 


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Shaw, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and, by a majority of five for 
and four against, resolved that a letter be sent to Wakefield District Care Trust, copied to Mary Creagh M.P. for 
Wakefield and the Orchard Croft Medical Centre Practice, stating the concerns of the Parish Council around withdrawal 
of dispensing right from the Netherton Branch Surgery as a result of the opening of the new pharmacy in Netherton and 
the subsequent reduction in surgery hours and services.


133.
Use of land at Emroyd Common for the ‘Middlestown Meadowland Project’


Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that it had been suggested that the land at Emroyd Common, formerly used 
as a football pitch, could be used to create the ‘Middlestown Meadowland Project’. It was proposed by Councillor J 
Newsome, seconded by Councillor R Bennett and resolved that the issue be considered by the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee and a report be presented to a future Parish Council Meeting for consideration.

134.
Winter Services



The Clerk informed the meeting that an e-mail had been received from Wakefield Council offering to supply rock salt to 
Town and Parish Councils. Councillor Shaw indicated that he may have volunteers who would deal with the distribution 
of rock salt throughout the Parish and it was agreed that the Parish Council would accept the delivery of rock salt if 
Councillor Shaw confirmed that the volunteers could deal with the distribution.


The press and District Councillor I Sanders were excluded from the following item: 
135.
Appointment of a replacement Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

Councillor R Bennett reported that seven candidates had been interviewed for the post of Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer and the interview panel was recommending the appointment of Alison Henson to the post of Parish 
Clerk from 
1st January 2012 and Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer with effect from 1st April 2012 on 26 hours per 
week on the National Association of Local Councils and Society of Local Council Clerks scale points 30 to 34, initially 
on point 30, and be based in an office within the Parish.

Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that should the preferred candidate not accept the post a second suitable 
candidate had been identified by the panel as suitable for the post.


It was therefore proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the post be 
offered to Alison Henson as recommended by the interview panel, subject to receiving satisfactory references and 
agreeing to the Terms and Conditions of Employment and should the preferred candidate not accept the post the second 
candidate be offered the post subject to references and agreeing to the Terms and Conditions of Employment. 
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