SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 3rd November 2009 at 7.15 p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors P France, H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, D Walker, M Bradley, I Walker & J Newsome.

District Councillor J Colley

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors N Brook, K Bray and M Bray 

Three residents attended the meeting and P.C. D Laybourne attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports.

Declarations of Interest.


No declarations of interest were registered

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th October 2009

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved – That, with the amendment to 
the list of those present to read ‘Ian Taylor attended the meeting as a resident until his co-option to the Netherton Ward 
vacancy at which point he was in attendance as a Parish Councillor’, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
the 1st September 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
131.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-

Wakefield MDC – Mayor’s Office – Invitation to Charity Ball on 27th November 2009 at The Kings Croft Hotel, 
Pontefract.


Wakefield MDC – Business & Resources – Request for information on adoption of Code of Conduct.


West Yorkshire Police – Receipt for Safe Scheme payment


Record RSS – Information regarding playground maintenance


Institute of Groundsmanship – Invitation to 2009 exhibition in Edinburgh


CPRE – West Yorkshire Branch Newsletter Autumn 2009

Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Middlestown Ladies Guild – Copy of half yearly accounts and letter of thanks for grant


Rural Action Yorkshire – Agenda and papers for Annual General meeting to be held on 21st November 2009.


All correspondence was noted.
132.
Creation of a Parish Logo

The Clerk reported that he had not received the three chosen winning entries from Middlestown Junior and Infant School 
and all the entries had been left for the meeting by Netherton Junior and Infant School. It was therefore proposed by 
Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome and H 
Kirkpatrick, as Governors, should select the three winning entries on behalf of Netherton Junior and Infant School and the 
overall selection of the winning entry should be deferred to the December 2009 Parish Council meeting.
133.
Progress report on provision of a Parish Council Website


Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that the Parish Council website, domain name ‘sitlington-pc’, was a live website 
and included a member’s area. It was agreed that further items should be input to the site as soon as possible and that all 
members of the council should contribute items for publication.

Order of Business

The Chairman proposed amending the order of business to allow the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda items to be 
discussed upon PC Laybourne’s arrival and this was agreed.
134.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved that the schedule of accounts 
be approved for payment.


135.
Terms of Reference for the Cemeteries Sub-committee


Councillor Bennett informed the meeting of the terms of reference being proposed by the Cemeteries Sub-committee. It 
was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the Terms of Reference for the 
Cemeteries Sub-committee be accepted and incorporated into the Standing Orders of the Parish Council.
136.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that he had received the following application for a memorial:



Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery grave G87 – Malcolm Dewhirst



Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery grave I004 – Evelyn Hughes


Lawnstone – Netherton Cemetery grave C61 – Robert H Hammerton

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the applications be 
approved.
137.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


P. C. Laybourne provided a report on crimes in the parish during October 2009 showing seven reported crimes in 
Netherton, twelve in Middlestown, three in Midgley and one in Overton. Of the crimes five involved burglary from homes 
with two further reports of attempted burglary, eight involved criminal damage, five of theft and three assaults, and 
highlighted that this was more than the average in a month.


P.C. Laybourne reported that, following concerns raised at the public meeting, the area around Netherton Village Hall had 
been prioritized twenty three youths had been subject to ‘stop and account’ legislation. Traffic issues were continuing to 
be a priority and as a result fifteen motorists had received endorsable tickets and a further thirteen had been verbally 
warned regarding their speed. 
138.
Report on the planning application for a dwelling, detached garage and gallery/ education 
centre at Coxley Mill, Coxley Lane, Middlestown.

Councillor J Newsome reported that the meeting between Parish Councillors, Mr Sykes and representatives from 
Wakefield MDC Planning Services had still not been held and therefore no further information was available and the item 
was again deferred to a future meeting. The Clerk was asked to write to Ian Thomson, Head of Planning Services of 
Wakefield MDC, to request that the meeting be arranged as a matter of urgency.
139.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report no new applications had been received.
140.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report no new notices of decisions had been received. The decisions 
were noted.
141.
Siting of Children’s Shelter on Parish Council Land


It was reported that the children’s shelter had not been removed from the play area adjacent to Netherton Village Hall and 
that, despite a number of requests for confirmation of the situation, the Clerk had still not had any correspondence on the 
issue from Netherton Youth Crew. District Councillor Colley was asked to request confirmation of the situation.
142.
Review of play area issues

The Clerk reported that he had placed an order for the removal of the goalposts at Netherton play area and had notified 
Wakefield MDC of the Parish Councils terms for a new lease for the play area.

Councillor Walker reported that the play area at Denby Grange Miners Welfare site was in a poor state and it was agreed 
that an inspection should take place and a report provided to the December 2009 Parish Council meeting.

143.
Parish Plan update and budget setting

Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that Dr Faull from The National Coal Mining Museum had agreed to present an 
updated draft of the Parish Plan to a meeting of Parish Councillors to be held on 1st December 2009. 


Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that he and Councillor France had met with Richard Bell to discuss an 
illustrated map to be included in the Parish Plan. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by 
Councillor J Newsome and resolved that a budget of £300 be set for production of the map for the Parish Plan and three 
quotations for the production of final production of the Parish Plan document would be sought.

144.
Proposals for Road Safety Measures on New Road, Overton/ Middlestown

Discussion took place on the Wakefield MDC Highways Services proposal to site two speed cameras on New Road in 
Overton and it was agreed that, as it was felt that more speed cameras were required, the offer of a meeting with 
Wakefield MDC representatives should be accepted and District Councillor Colley was asked to make the arrangements.
145.     Bus Service complaint


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received a copy of an e-mail from Brian Drury, Commercial Director of 
Arriva, via District Councillor Drysdale, stating that although some journeys of the 265 service were operated late and on 
a few occasions had not operated around ‘the loop’ in Netherton the service appeared to be running pretty reliably and 
without any issues. Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that the service remained unreliable. This was leading to 
passengers numbers being affected which in turn would impact on the evaluation of the need for the service which was on 
a trial ‘use it or lose it’ basis. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and 
resolved that a further letter be sent to Brian Drury of Arriva pointing out the continued problems with the service and the 
impact on the trial.
146.
Update on proposal for a Community Centre in Middlestown

The meeting was informed of an e-mail received from Rachel Willoughby, Area Manager of Wakefield District Housing, 
received by Councillor Bradley which stated that whilst consideration had been given to the two proposed sites for a 
community centre in Middlestown neither could be recommended for use at present.
147.
Terms of Reference for the Allotments Sub-committee


Councillor Bennett informed the meeting of the terms of reference being proposed by the Allotments Sub-committee. It 
was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the Terms of Reference for 
the Allotments Sub-committee be accepted and incorporated into the Standing Orders of the Parish Council.
148.
Citizens Award 2009

Discussion took place on the Citizen’s Award for 2009 and a nominee was proposed by Councillor J Newsome and 
seconded by Councillor France and it was resolved that the nomination be accepted but the name of the person should 
not be disclosed at present. The award to be made at the Annual Meeting to be held on 6th April 2010.
149.
Application for a Grant


The Clerk reported that an application for a grant, a copy of which had been circulated with his report, for the purchase of 
additional uniforms and equipment had been received from Phoenix Allstars Majorette Troupe. After discussion it was 
resolved that, as the Troupe no longer met in the parish and the number of members from the parish was unknown, further 
details should be sought and the decision on the application be deferred to the December 2009 Parish Council meeting.
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