SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 10th May 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome, R Bennett, N Brook, R Aspinall & R Morton

District Councillor J Drysdale & I Sanders

 Four residents attended the meeting and Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor D Walker
1.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors Morton, J Newsome, W Newsome and Kirkpatrick declared an interest in the Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and completed and signed the relevant form.

2.
Election of Chairman.


Moved by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved - That Councillor R Bennett be and he is 
hereby elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. Councillor R Bennett then signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office and took the chair. The meeting expressed their appreciation to Councillor Kirkpatrick for her
efforts as Chair over the previous period. 


3.
Election of Vice-Chairman.


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome and seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that Councillor J Newsome 
be elected as Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

4.
Appointment of Representatives on the Yorkshire Local Councils' Assoc Wakefield Branch


Moved by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Morton and Resolved - That the Council’s representative on 
the 
Yorkshire Local Council’s Associations Wakefield Branch shall be Councillors Kirkpatrick and J Newsome.


5.
Appointment of Planning Committee


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Bennett and Resolved - That the Chair and Vice Chair of 
the Parish Council along with Councillor Aspinall be 
appointed to the Planning Committee and it was proposed by 
Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that Councillor Morton be appointed to the 
Planning Committee.

6.
Appointment of Cemeteries Committees.

It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and Resolved - That the Cemeteries 
Committee shall be Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome and N Brook with the fourth post remaining unfilled 
until the vacant Parish Council posts were filled


7.
Appointment of an Allotment Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved - That the Allotment 
Committee shall consist of Parish Councillors D Walker, R Aspinall, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton.

8.
Appointment of a Finance Committee

Moved by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and Resolved - That the Finance Committee shall 
consist of  the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillor Walker with the fourth post unfilled until 
the vacant Parish Councillor posts were filled.
9.
Appointment of the Employment Committee


Moved by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved - That the Employment Committee 
shall 
consist of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillor H Kirkpatrick.

10.
Appointment of Representatives on the Thornhill Charities i.e. Walker and Greenwood 
Educational Charity and Thornhill Poors Estate Charity.

Moved by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved – That the Parish Council’s 
representatives on the Walker and Greenwood Educational Charity and Thornhill Poors Charity shall be Councillors 
Brook and Kirkpatrick.                             


11.
Appointment of Representative on the Local Liaison Committee of the National Coal Mining 
Museum for England.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that Councillor Morton
be appointed to represent the Parish Council on the Local Liaison Committee of the National Coal Mining Museum for
England.


12.
 Appointment of Representative on Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that Councillor Bennett 
be appointed to represent the Parish Council on Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme.

13.
Appointment of Representative on Wakefield MDC Town & Parish Council Liaison Group.


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that representatives for 
the Parish Council on Wakefield MDC Town and Parish Council Liaison Group shall be the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
Parish Council.

14.
Appointment of I.T. and Communications Committee

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that Councillors W Newsome, 
R Aspinall and D Walker be appointed to the I.T. and Communications Committee with the fourth post remaining unfilled 
until the vacant Parish Councillor posts were filled.
15.
Appointment of Netherton Village Hall Trust Management Committee

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the Netherton Village Hall 
Management Committee shall consist of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council along with Councillors W 
Newsome with the fourth post remaining unfilled until the vacant Parish Councillor posts were filled.

16.
Appointment of the Parish Plan Implementation Committee


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that the Parish Plan 
Implementation Committee shall consist of the Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome, N Brook and R Aspinall.
17.
Creation of a Recreation and Amenities Committee


The Clerk informed the meeting that there were currently a Common Lands Committee and Play Areas Committee and it 
had been suggested that the two should merge to create a Recreation and Amenities Committee. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the Common Lands and Play 
Areas Committees be merged to create a Recreation and Amenities Committee, with the Terms of Reference to be 
discussed at the first meeting of the committee with recommendations presented to a Parish Council Meeting.

Further discussion took place on the number of members of the committee and it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, 
seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the Recreation and Play Area should consist of four Parish 
Councillors.

It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that Councillors J Newsome, W 
Newsome, N Brook and R Aspinall be appointed as members of the Recreation and Amenities Committee
18.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th April 2011

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 5th April 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
19.
Donation to Crimestoppers

The Clerk reported that a letter and fact sheet had been received from West Yorkshire Crimestoppers requesting the 
Parish Council to consider a donation to the charity towards targeted neighbourhood campaigns. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that, as the scheme would 
promote local campaigns and supplement the Police Safe Scheme in the parish, in pursuance of the power conferred by 
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 
requirements of that section, a donation of £150.00 be approved
20.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Result of Uncontested Election – Sitlington Parish 










Council


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors Monthly Update


Resident of Netherton – Letter of complaint regarding the parish council decision over the land 







adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Netherton


Groundwork – Information brochure


Campaign to Protect Rural England – Fieldwork magazine Spring 2011


SMP Playgrounds – Parish and Community News brochure


Society of Local Council Clerks – Training and events guide April to July 2011


Resident of Netherton – Comments on Parish Council decision on land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, 










Netherton


HSBC Business – UK Domestic Cheque Guarantee Card Scheme


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – White Rose Update April 2011


e-mails:


Wakefield Council – Overview & Scrutiny Officer – Drug & alcohol ‘Send me an Angel’ book


DSC Training – Quarterly e-mail April 2011


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Clerk vacancy Goldsborough & Flaxby Parish Council


Dreampay – Local payroll services


LCR Online – News update


Regional Improvement & Efficiency Partnership - Participatory Budgeting Event


Resident of Netherton – Request for information under The Freedom of Information Act


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Training events for May 2011


Wakefield Council – Minutes & documents for Town & Parish Council Liaison Group


British Youth Council – Local Council Shadowing Award


Wakefield Council – Updated Town & Parish Council Clerks list


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – April edition of White Rose update


Society of Local Council Clerks – Details of Regional Conference 2011


Yorkshire & Humberside Rural affairs Forum – Rural Matters magazine April 2011


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:


Rural Action Yorkshire – Country Air magazine Spring 2011


Wakefield Council – Response to comments made on the Bellway Development


Resident of Netherton – Letter of concern regarding land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Netherton


e-mails:

YLCA – Request for assistance to a Member Council


YLCA – Information on the Localism Event run by the Rural Voice project


DSC – e-news update


NALC – Communities in Action Conference and Exhibition


YLCA – Website information


Resident of Netherton – Comments regarding parish council land

All correspondence was noted.
21.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day reported on crimes in the parish during April 2011 which showed ten reported crimes in Netherton, three in 
Overton, two in Middlestown and one in Midgley. Of the reported crimes nine involved theft, two of burglary, two of 
theft from vehicles, one of damage to a vehicle, one of other damage and one of drug offences. In addition there had been 
ten reports of anti-social behaviour.

An e-mail from a resident of the parish concerning problems with youths in Stoneycliffe Wood was discussed and it was 
suggested that Yorkshire Wildlife Trust should be asked to erect notices at the entrances stating that camping was not 
allowed.
22.
Parish Council Insurance Renewal

The Clerk informed the meeting that the insurance renewal notice from Aon Ltd had been received for the period 1st 
June 
2011 to 1st June 2012 and the premium for cover as in the previous year was follows:






2010/11


2011/12

Increase






  
    £


Public Liability



299.55


317.52

6%


Officials Indemnity


 29.25


  31.01

6%


Libel and Slander



  29.25


  31.01

6%


Fidelity Guarantee


294.50  


313.50

6.45%


Personal Accident


 38.55


  40.86

6%


Legal Expenses



  29.05


  33.87

16.6%


Insurance Premium Tax


  36.01


  46.07


Administration fee


   5.00


    5.00




Total Premium

761.16


818.84


A copy of the schedule showing the amounts of cover included under each section had been circulated with the Clerks’ 
report and, after discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that 
the premium be accepted and the insurance be renewed but that the company be contacted to ascertain the reduction that 
would be applied if the Fidelity Guarantee was reduced from £95,000 to £80,000.
23.
Final Accounts and Audit 2010/2011

The Clerk reported that he had completed the accounts and supplementary information, a copy of which had been 
circulated with his report, and confirmed that the balance in bank accounts to be carried forward to 2011/12 was £55,576 
but there were unpaid invoices and commitments estimated at £4,562 and the uncommitted balance was therefore around 
£51,000.

The Clerk informed the meeting that the internal audit report was awaited but that the auditor had verbally reported there 
were no major areas of concern and would be signing the relevant section of the Audit Commission return.


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that the Final Accounts for 
2010/11 be approved as presented and the ‘Statement of Accounts’ be signed by the Chairman.

The meeting thanked the Clerk for his work in meeting the necessary timetables.

The Council considered the items under Section 2 of the Annual Return and it was proposed by Councillor Brook, 
seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that the “Annual Governance Statement” be approved with all the 
items being answered in the affirmative. The Chairman then signed Section 2 of the Annual Returns.
24.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.
25.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following applications had been received:


Lawnstone – Netherton Cemetery Grave 60 Section C – Paul Milton Flannery


Cremated remains tablet – Netherton Cemetery (plot to be allocated) – Dr M Pittaway

It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that the applications be approved.
26.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following new applications had been received since he had written his report:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	11/00410/FUL
	Mr Yoan Rodrigez
	40 Nell Gap Lane, Middlestown
	Residential development; 1 no Dormer bungalow
	Full Planning



All applications were noted.
27.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following planning decisions had been received:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/00475/FUL
	Simon Rogerson
	17 Wood Mt, Overton
	1st floor ext to side & alt to roof to provide 1st floor accom; pitched roof over exist flat roof
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	11/00517/FUL
	Ian Chubb
	Grange Farm, Grange Lane, Flockton
	Single storey extension to side
	Full Planning
	Application Withdrawn

	11/00515/TPO
	Neil Beaumont
	16 Wood Mt, Overton
	T1 sycamore to prune
	Tree Preservation Order
	Split Decision on Application



All decisions were noted
28.
Reduction in Sunday bus services in the parish

It was reported that there had been a reduction in bus services in the parish on Sundays and that the Saturday service was 
later, beginning at 7.55am. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved 
that a letter be sent to Arriva, the bus operator, requesting that alternative services be provided.

Councillor W Newsome informed the meeting that there was a continuing issue of cars parking at the bus stop at Upper 
Lane, Netherton and it was agreed that a letter should be sent to Metro requesting ‘No Parking - Buses Only’ or similar 
signs to be installed.
29.
Minutes of the Netherton Village Hall Management Committee Meeting

The draft minutes of the Netherton Village Hall Management Committee, a copy of which had been circulated with the 
Clerks’ report, were noted.

30.
Netherton Sports and Social Club
As four Parish Councillors had declared an interest in this agenda item and only three Parish Councillors were therefore 
eligible to consider the issue and a quorum not present the item was deferred to a future Parish Council meeting for 
consideration.
31.
Co-option to Parish Councillor Vacancies

The Clerk informed the meeting that notification had been received from the Elections Office of Wakefield Council that 
the Parish Council should proceed with the co-option to the three Parish Council vacancies and that a procedure was 
therefore required but the final appointment would need to be a decision taken at a Parish Council meeting. After 
discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that advertisements 
should be placed in the parish noticeboards, on the website and in the Netherton column of the Wakefield Express, 
inviting applications by Friday 27th May 2011 with interviews held on 3rd June 2011 and appointments made at the 7th 
June 2011 Parish Council meeting.
32.
Netherton Play Area update report

The Clerk informed the meeting that the play equipment was being manufactured and that he was awaiting confirmation 
of an installation date. It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that 
the Finance Committee should consider the purchase and installation of benches and waste bins in the play area and make 
recommendations to a Parish Council Meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that an opening ceremony be 
arranged once the completion date was known.
33.
Procedures for interments in the Parish Council Cemeteries.


The Clerk informed the meeting that Wakefield Council had raised the issue of no representative from Sitlington Parish 
Council attending interments at Netherton and Middlestown Cemeteries to check the name plates on coffins and 
documents prior to burials and the Parish Council had considered the issue in January 2011 but did not see this as a major 
risk and notified Wakefield Council of the decision to continue not to send representatives to interments. Wakefield 
Council had however again written on the subject requesting that the Parish Council send a representative to interments in 
Netherton and Middlestown Cemeteries.


The Clerk outlined the procedure to the meeting and it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor 
Brook and resolved that the Parish Council was satisfied with the procedure for arranging interments at Netherton and 
Middlestown Cemeteries and would therefore notify Wakefield Council of the decision to not have a representative 
present at interments.
34.
Update on the creation of new allotments in Netherton

The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting approval from Wakefield Council to create the entrance to the new allotment 
site and suitable contractors to carry out the work and District Councillor Drysdale was requested to contact Wakefield 
Council Highways Section to avoid further delays.
2

