SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 4th May 2010 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome, M Bradley, P France, M Bray, K Bray, H Kirkpatrick & I Taylor

District Councillor J Colley


One resident attended the meeting and P.C. D Laybourne attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors N Brook & D Walker
1.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors R.Bennett, K Bray and M Bray declared an interest in the agenda items ‘Complaint by a Resident about a 
Parish Councillor’ and ‘Complaint about a Parish Councillor by a Fellow Parish Councillor’ and completed and signed 
the relevant form.

2.
Election of Chairman.


Moved by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved - That Councillor H Kirkpatrick be and 
she is hereby elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. Councillor H Kirkpatrick then signed the Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office and took the chair. The meeting expressed their appreciation to Councillor Bennett for his
efforts as Chair over the previous period. 


3.
Election of Vice-Chairman.


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome and seconded by Councillor Taylor that Councillor Bennett be elected as 
Vice Chairman of the Council and it was proposed by Councillor M Bray and seconded by Councillor Bradley that 
Councillor Bennett be elected as Vice Chairman of the Council. After a ballot, by a majority of five votes to two votes 
Councillor Bennett was elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

4.
Appointment of Representatives on the Yorkshire Local Councils' Assoc Wakefield Branch


Moved by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Bennett and Resolved - That the Council’s representative on 
the 
Yorkshire Local Council’s Associations Wakefield Branch shall be Councillors Kirkpatrick and J Newsome.


5.
Appointment of Planning Committee


Moved by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved - That the Planning Committee shall be 
the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council.


6.
Appointment of Cemeteries Committees.

Moved by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved - That the Cemeteries Committee shall 
be the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillors W Newsome and K Bray.

Order of Business

The Chairman proposed amending the order of business to allow the Appointment of a Play Area Committee to be 
discussed after the Parish Plan agenda item and this was agreed.

7.
Appointment of an Allotment Committee.

Moved by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved - That the Allotment Committee shall consist 
of Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillors I Taylor and D Walker.

8.
Appointment of the Common Lands Committee


Moved by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved that the Commons Lands Committee 
shall be the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council along with Councillors W Newsome, J. Newsome, N Brook, M 
Bray and K Bray.

9.
Appointment of a Finance Committee

Moved by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved - That the Finance Committee shall consist 
of  Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillors I Taylor and J Newsome.
10.
Appointment of the Employment Committee


Moved by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Bennett and Resolved - That the Employment Committee 
shall consist of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council along with Parish Councillor I Taylor.

11.
Appointment of Representatives on the Thornhill Charities i.e. Walker and Greenwood 
Educational Charity and Thornhill Poors Estate Charity.

Moved by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved – That the Council’s appointment of the 
representative on 
the Walker and Greenwood Educational Charity shall be deferred to the June 2010 Parish Council 
Meeting to ascertain Councillor Brook’s availability for the appointment.                                   


12.
Appointment of Representative on the Local Liaison Committee of the National Coal Mining 
Museum for England.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that Councillor France be 
appointed to represent the Parish Council on the Local Liaison Committee of the National Coal Mining Museum for
England.


13.
 Appointment of Representative on Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved that Councillor Bennett 
be appointed to represent the Parish Council on Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme.

14.
Appointment of Representative on Wakefield MDC Town & Parish Council Liaison Group.


It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Bennett and Resolved that representatives for the Parish 
Council on Wakefield MDC Town and Parish Council Liaison Group shall be the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish 
council.

15.
Creation of an I.T. Committee

The Clerk informed the meeting that currently I.T. issues and developments are discussed by an I.T. working group which 
reported periodically to Parish Council meetings but it had been suggested that an I.T. Committee should be established 
to consider I.T. issues and developments and report regularly to the Parish Council meeting

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that an I.T. 
Committee be created, replacing the working group, comprising of Parish Councillors Bennett, W Newsome, Brook, 
Walker and Taylor. The committee to be chosen annually at the Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that the first meeting of 
the Committee would discuss its terms of reference and make recommendations to a Parish Council meeting for approval. 
16.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th April 2010

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Bennett and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 6th April 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
17.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


P.C. D Laybourne reported on crimes in the parish during April 2010 which showed two crimes reported in Netherton and 
six in Middlestown with none in Overton or Midgley. Of the crimes three related to damage to vehicles, two to burglary 
from dwellings, one of assault, one of theft from a motor vehicle and one other damage. P.C. Laybourne also reported on 
the work undertaken by officers on Safe Scheme duties during April 2010.
18.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Post Office Ltd – Return of recorded delivery letter sent by Parish Council to Mr J Carter on 


4th March 2010 as it was not delivered as no signature could be gained and the letter has not 










been collected.


Metro – Local Accessibility Plan for Wakefield Rural Ward


CPRE – Branch Annual Report 2009


CPRE – ‘Fieldwork’ magazine April 2010


CPRE – ‘Countryside Voice’ magazine Spring 2010


Komplan – Playground equipment catalogue


SMP Playgrounds – Parish & Community Newsletter


Netherton Junior Football Club – Application for a grant 

Communications Received (continued).

SLCC – Regional Conference for the North East on 8th June 2010 at Peterlee, County Durham


National Coal Mining Museum – Invitation to ‘Memories of Coal Queens’ Special Exhibition 









Launch 16th May 2010


Wakefield Council – Register of Electors 2010 Issue of Monthly Updates


e-mails:


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Standards Committee 15th April 2010


Wakefield Council Legal Services – Consent for Works S38 Commons Act 2006


Wakefield Council – Winter Services Review


J W Plant Ltd (Via Wakefield Council) – Request for support for ‘Support Our Armed Forces 









Official Day’ 


YLCA – Wakefield Draft Parish Charter


YLCA – Governance and Accountability for Local Councils – A Practitioners Guide (England) 2010


District Councillor J Colley – My Journey West Yorkshire – have your say on first stage of Local 









Transport Plan


District Councillor J Colley – Urgent Changes to NPT Rural Supervision


District Councillor J Colley – Carriageway Thin Surfacing, Hall Croft, Netherton


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Clerk & Councils Direct – May 2010 magazine

All correspondence was noted.
19.     Report from the Finance Committee

The Clerk informed the meeting that a number of items had been considered by the Finance Committee and reported the 
following:


Grants:

A request for a grant from the 8th Wakefield Scout Group, based in Horbury, for a contribution towards a planned 
project to build a new scout hut at an estimated cost of £80,000 had been considered by the Finance Committee. The 
Scout Leader had submitted copy accounts and a schedule of members (27 of the current 63 members were from within 
Sitlington Parish) to support the application.


The Finance Committee recommended that, as there were currently no firm plans or costs for the project, the application 
should not approved at the present time but the group be notified that a further application should be made when more 
details of the project had been agreed.

It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the recommendation of the 
Finance Committee be accepted

Parish Council Insurance Renewal:

The insurance renewal notice from Aon Ltd, who had taken over administration of the policy from Allianz Insurance 
PLC, had been received  for the period 1st June 2010 to 1st June 2011 and the premium for cover as in the previous year 
was:-







2009/10


2010/11

Increase







        £

  
    £


Public Liability



285.30


299.55

5%


Officials Indemnity


  26.60


  29.25

10%


Libel and Slander



  26.60


  29.25

10%


Fidelity Guarantee


  83.20


294.50  

see below


Personal Accident


  35.05


  38.55

10%


Legal Expenses



  29.05


  29.05

Nil


Insurance Premium Tax


  24.29


  36.01


Administration fee





    5.00




Total Premium

510.09


761.16



A copy of the schedule showing the amounts of cover included under each section had been circulated with the Clerk’s 
report.

Report from the Finance Committee (continued).
Parish Council Insurance Renewal (continued)

The Clerk explained that in 2009/10 the Parish Council took the decision to increase the Fidelity Guarantee cover to 
£95,000 at an additional cost of £171.99 + IPT for the year, £118.27 was paid for a part year period, and the annual figure 
for 2009/10 for comparison was therefore £690.68 and the overall increase £70.48 or 10.28%.


The Finance Committee recommendation was to renew the policy as per the renewal notice received from Aon Ltd. After 
discussion it was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the 
cover was appropriate and the recommendation of the Finance Committee be accepted and the payment of £761.16 be 
approved.

Police Safe Scheme Funding:

The Clerk reported that the budget set for 2010/11 for the Safe Scheme was £10,000, the same budget as had been set for 
a number of years and the hours available had therefore been reducing over a period of time and that Police Officers 
working on the scheme had previously been paid a flat rate of pay but, due to legislation, future rates of pay would be at 
enhanced rates, further reducing the number of hours available and it had therefore been suggested by West Yorkshire 
Police that PCSO’s be used at certain times from both a practical and cost point of view.


The Finance Committee recommended retaining the budget at £10,000 for 2010/11 and accepting the suggestion of West 
Yorkshire Police to use PCSO’s on Safe Scheme duties when appropriate.


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the 
recommendation of the Finance Committee accepted.
20.
Final Accounts and Audit 2009/2010


The Clerk reported that he had completed the accounts and supplementary information, a copy of which had been 
circulated with his report, and confirmed that the balance in bank accounts to be carried forward to 2010/11 was £64,123 
but there were unpaid invoices for the cost of the local election, grave digging and grounds maintenance estimated at 
£6,100 and the net balance was therefore around £58,000.

The Clerk circulated a copy of the internal audit report which reported that there were no major areas of concern and the 
auditor had signed the relevant section of the Audit Commission return.


It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved that the Final Accounts for 
2009/10 be approved as presented and the ‘Statement of Accounts’ be signed by the Chairman.

The meeting thanked the Clerk for his work that had resulted in a positive internal audit report.

The Council considered the items under Section 2 of the Annual Return and it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, 
seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that the “Annual Governance Statement” be approved with all the 
items being answered in the affirmative. The Chairman then signed Section 2 of the Annual Returns.
21.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved that the schedule of 
accounts be approved for payment.


22.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that no applications for a memorial had been received.
23.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
24.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
25.
Proposal to Create Additional Allotments in Netherton

The Clerk informed the meeting that planning permission to create ten additional allotments in Netherton had been 
granted. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that the Allotments 
Committee should meet to make the necessary plans and agree the works to establish the allotments. 
25.
Parish Plan

Discussion took place on the actions required to prioritize and implement the Parish Plan. It was proposed by Councillor 
Bennett, seconded by Councillor Taylor and resolved that a working group be established to make recommendations to 
the Parish Council on implementation of the Parish Plan and that the working group should consist of the Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Council along with Councillor J Newsome, Councillor W Newsome and Councillor Bradley. 

26.
Appointment of Play Area Committee.

Moved by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved - That the Play Area Committee 
shall be 
Councillors France, J V Newsome, W Newsome for Netherton and Councillors Walker, K Bray and M Bray for 
Middlestown.
27.
Complaint by a resident about a Parish Councillor

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received a complaint by a resident of Netherton, a copy of which had been 
circulated with his report, about the behaviour of Councillor K Bray but as it was understood the complaint had also been 
made to the Standards Board of Wakefield Council the advice was to await the decision of the Standards Board before the 
Parish Council discussed the complaint. It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Taylor and 
resolved that the Parish Council would await the decision of the Standards Board before the complaint was discussed by 
the Parish Council.
28.
Complaint by a Parish Councillor against a fellow Parish Councillor

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received a complaint from Councillor K Bray, a copy of which had been 
circulated with his report, about the conduct of Councillor Bennett in his capacity as Chairman of the Parish Council by 
granting permission to an allotment holder to remove wood from two trees from the external boundary of the allotments 
cut down by contractors on instruction by the Parish Council.

Councillors K Bray and Bennett were given an opportunity to make a statement about the complaint and then left the 
meeting.


Discussion took place on the complaint and as it was not clear who owned the trees it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, 
seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the issue should be deferred to the June 2010 Parish Council 
meeting to allow the Clerk to clarify ownership of the external boundary of the allotments.
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