SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 1st March 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, N Brook, I Taylor, K Bray, D Walker, P France, R Bennett and M Bray

Two residents attended the meeting and left after the Update on the Potential for the Siting of Wind Turbines in the Parish 
and Sergeant Day, a police constable and a PCSO attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors M Bradley and J Newsome

It was agreed to amend the order of the agenda to allow the Update on the potential for siting wind turbines in the Parish 
agenda item to be discussed after Communications Received.
183.
Declarations of Interest.


No declarations of interest were registered
184.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st February 2011


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Walker and Resolved – That the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on the 1st February 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
185.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council Finance and Property services – Confirmation of 2011/2012 precept


West Yorkshire Police – Receipt of 4th quarter Safe Scheme payment.


Metro – Installation of CCTV at Netherton Terminus bus shelter.


YLCA – Papers for the YLCA Wakefield Branch meeting to be held on 10th March 2011


E-mails:


YLCA – Clerk vacancy at Ampleforth Parish Council


YLCA – Training programme 2011


Wakefield Council – Agenda document for council meeting 


Vision ICT – Newsletter


Bob Whyatt of Wakefield Council – Response to request for meeting on traffic issues in the parish


NALC – 2011 networking lunches


YLCA – White Rose update February 2011


Action Planning – ‘Funding the Future’ conference


Small Charities Coalition – Regional conference


YLCA – Adoption of red telephone boxes


DSC Publications – Quarterly update


YLCA – Information for Town & Parish Elections


YLCA – NALC election publications


Monster Play – Play packages


YLCA – Clerk vacancy at Shadwell Parish Council


Rural Action Yorkshire – Village Hall Training


Energy4all – Offer of assistance with community wind turbine project

Since the Clerk had written his report the following correspondence had been received:

Letters:


Wakefield Council – grant of Planning Permission


YLCA – Information booklets for potential councillors


The Mid Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust – Information on revised A & E Services


Wakefield Council – Wakefield Local Development Framework Site Specific Proposals Development Plan Document & 
DVD

Clerk & Councils Direct – March 2011 magazine


Communications Received (continued)

E-mails:


YLCA – HMRC Briefing on correct tax & National Insurance contribution treatment for Parish Clerks

Wakefield Council – Agenda document for council meeting


Wakefield Council – Supplement: Comprehensive Impact assessment relating to agenda document for council meeting

Switalskis LLP Solicitors – Wakefield District Community Legal Advice Service


Directory of Social Change (DSC) – Charityfair 2011 information


Wakefield Council – New Event available (Sites Submission Sustainability Appraisal)


YLCA – Training Event


All correspondence was noted.
186.
Update on the potential for the siting of wind turbines in the parish


Councillor Brook provided a verbal update and summary of the report received from Origin Energy CIC on the potential 
for the siting of wind turbines in the parish and informed the meeting that the next step would be to secure a grant to 
support a phase 2 feasibility study but stressed that dialogue with the community would be required if the scheme was to 
progress.

Councillor Brooks’ report was noted.
187.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day reported on crimes in the parish during February 2011 which showed nine reported crimes in Netherton, 
one in Middlestown, one in Overton and one in Midgley. Of these four related to theft from motor vehicles, three of 
damage to vehicles, two of damage, two of other theft and one of burglary. Sergeant Day outlined the work of officers on 
the scheme which included high visibility policing outside Netherton School showing children a speed gun and police car 
and it was hoped that a similar exercise could be held with children from Middlestown School.

Councillor Kirkpatrick provided a verbal update on the meeting held between Parish Councillors and Inspector Carlson 
and Sergeant Day from West Yorkshire Police and informed the meeting that it was the intention to hold similar meetings 
annually.

188.
Review of Standing Orders

The Standing Orders of the Parish Council were reviewed and after discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, 
seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that, with the exception of amending point 42. to read ‘The Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Parish Council shall be members of the Finance Committee and may be appointed as ex-officio members of 
other committees’. No further amendments were required.
189.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
190.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report the following notices of decisions had been received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/00041/FUL
	Mr & Mrs Goodwin
	31 Bar Lane, Midgley
	Construction of 1no 10kw wind turbine on 15m high monopole mast in association with existing farm
	Full Planning
	Application Withdrawn


191.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following request for a memorial had been received:



Temporary marker – Middlestown Cemetery Grave 103 Section A – Craig Hobbs


The Clerk also reported that there had been a request from Mrs Kay Hobbs to plant a rowan tree at the side of the grave, 
which was at the edge of section A, as agreed with the members of the Cemetery Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the memorial application be 
approved and permission for the planting of the rowan tree be granted, subject to the planting to be undertaken or 
supervised by the parish council.

192.
Report from the I.T. Committee

The minutes from the I.T. meeting held on 15th February 2011 were noted.
193.
Amendment to the remit of the I.T. Committee


Councillor Taylor informed the meeting that it was felt by the I.T. Committee that the remit of the Committee should be 
amended to include communications and be named the Communications and I.T. Committee.  After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the I.T. Committee should be renamed 
the Communications and I.T. Committee, with no change to membership, and that proposed Terms of reference should be 
presented to a future Parish Council meeting for approval. 
194.
Report from the Allotments Committee


The minutes from the Allotments Committee meeting were considered by the meeting and, after discussion, it was 
proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor M Bray and resolved that the recommendations of the Allotments 
Committee be accepted being that a set of keys for all allotment sites be held by the Chairman, arrangements be made for 
the sheet of glass 
at Netherton Central allotments be removed, a letter be sent to the tenant of allotment no 1 at Windy 
Bank stating that the allotment must be cultivated and not left to grass, the completion of the Stoneycliffe Allotments be 
set for the end of June 2011 and that a letter of response be sent to the allotment holder who had queried the rent increase.

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received notice from the tenant of allotment no 16b that he did not wish to 
continue with the tenancy agreement and there was therefore no reason to send a letter about the upkeep of the plot which 
would be let to the next person on the waiting list.

195.
Report from the Cemeteries Committee


The report from the Cemeteries Committee held on 24th February 2011 was considered by the meeting. 

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that, due to 
anomalies in the report received from Memsafe Ltd found during the cemeteries inspection, payment for the safety 
inspection should be withheld until the anomalies were resolved.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the unsafe memorials remained staked and this could only be a temporary measure 
and options for ensuring safety were discussed. 


It was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor France that the Parish Council should arrange for 
repairs to be carried out to the staked memorials and it was proposed by Councillor Bennett and seconded by Councillor 
Kirkpatrick that letters should be sent to owners of graves where the memorials had been staked and notes posted on the 
memorials notifying owners that the memorials were unsafe and informing them that unless satisfactory repairs were 
carried out the memorials would be laid down. By a vote of seven for and two against it was resolved that the proposal 
made by Councillor Bennett be accepted and implemented.

The meeting discussed the gardened grave and the placing of plant holders on the foot of graves against regulations and it 
was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that letters should be sent to the 
grave owners in question giving a latest date by which actions should be taken or arrangements would be made by the 
Parish Council.
196.
Report from Finance Committee

The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 23rd February 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
prior to the meeting, was discussed:

Improvements to Netherton play area – the proposal for a project to improve the play area at Netherton was discussed and  
it was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the project plan and timetable be 
approved and that the Parish Council should renegotiate the proposed lease offered by Wakefield Council for the land in 
light of their decision to support the proposed play area at Middlestown.


Budget report - the financial position of the Parish Council was noted and it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, 
seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the financial plan for 2011/12 be re-evaluated after completion of 
the annual accounts.


Review of Financial Regulations – it was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Walker and 
resolved that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be accepted and no amendments made to the Financial 
Regulations.

197.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved that the schedule of accounts 
be approved for payment.

Councillor W Newsome left the meeting at this point

198.
Provision of library services in the parish

The Clerk provided a verbal report on the meeting with Wakefield Council representatives and Parish Councillors 
Kirkpatrick, Bennett, Walker, J Newsome and W Newsome on the review of library services in the Wakefield area. The 
outcome of the meeting being that the future of Middlestown library remained uncertain but Wakefield Council were 
willing to accept a submission from the Parish Council on ideas for options for provision of library services in the parish 
if received by 8th March 2011 After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Walker 
and resolved that the Parish Council would not make a submission and would await the outcome of the review of library 
services from Wakefield Council.

199.
Community Bulb Recycling Alliance (CoBRA) Scheme


Details of the Community Bulb Recycling Alliance (CoBRA) Scheme, details of which had been circulated with the 
Clerks’ report, were discussed. It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved not 
to join the scheme at the current time. 

200.
Citizens’ Award 2010


Discussion took place on the Citizens’ award for 2010 and it was agreed to accept written nominations up to 25th March 
2011 and to make a decision on the winner at the Parish Council meeting to be held on 5th April 2011.

201.
Preparation for the local elections to be held on 5th May 2011


Councillor Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that she and Councillor Taylor were holding sessions on 16th March 2011 at 
Middlestown Working Men’s Club and 17th March 2011 at Netherton Social Club where electors could find out more 
about becoming a Parish Councillor and ask questions about the work of Sitlington Parish Council and requested that 
other Parish Councillors to attend if possible.
202.
Report from the Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme

Councillor Bennett reported that the football team were not performing well and had been relegated and that the manager 
would like more local players to join the team, the cricket club would be fielding two teams for the coming season and 
hoped to be competitive, the bowls club had eleven teams in five different leagues and that the Trustee Annual General 
Meeting would be held on Sunday 13th March 2011.

203.
2011 Middlestown Gala



Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that as Middlestown and Overton Tenants and Residents Association no longer 
existed it was the intention of Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme Committee to arrange the 2011 Middlestown Gala.


204.
Dog fouling in the parish


The Clerk reported that a number of reports of dog fouling in Netherton had been reported and had been passed to 
Wakefield Council for action. It was decided to monitor the situation.

205.
Royal Wedding and the Queens’ Diamond Jubilee Street Parties


The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Wakefield Council requesting notice of street parties being held to 
celebrate the Royal Wedding and Queens’ Diamond Jubilee. It was decided that the parish council would not arrange any 
such events.

206.
Reduction in the frequency of garden waste collections


The Clerk reported that he had received an e-mail from a resident concerned that he understood Wakefield Council were 
to reduce the frequency of garden waste collections but Wakefield Council had stated that this decision had not been 
taken. It was therefore decided that the situation should be monitored.
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