SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 7th June 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, J Newsome, D Walker, N Brook, R Aspinall & R Morton

District Councillor Drysdale attended after Minute no 41and apologised for her late arrival.

Three residents attended the meeting and Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 
38.
Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 26th May 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 26th May 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
39.
Co-option to vacant Parish Councillor posts


The Clerk reported that, as agreed at the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th May 2011, adverts had been placed in the 
parish noticeboards, on the website and in the Netherton column of the Wakefield Express and that one person, Andrew 
Shaw, had applied for the vacancy in the Netherton Ward and the application had been circulated with the Clerks’ report. 
It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that Andrew Shaw be co-
opted to the vacant Netherton Ward Parish Councillor post. Andrew Shaw completed and signed the ‘Declaration of 
acceptance of Office’ form and joined the meeting.

The Clerk informed the meeting that there were no applicants for the two vacancies in Middlestown Ward and, after 
discussion, it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that the two 

vacancies should be re-advertised in the Netherton column of the Wakefield Express, in the parish noticeboards and other 
prominent places with a view to co-opting to the vacancies at the Parish Council Meeting to be held on 5th July 2011 and 
taking advice from Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office should suitable candidates not be available.
40.
Communications Received.

Letters:


Rural Action Yorkshire – Certificate of Membership


HMRC – Confirmation of VAT refund


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors monthly update


Society of Local Council Clerks – ‘The Clerk’ magazine May 2011


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Papers for Wakefield Branch Annual Meeting 9th June 2011


Society of Local Council Clerks – Publications from the Society Bookshop


Campaign to Protect Rural England – ‘Countryside Voice’ magazine Spring 2011


Clerk and Councils Direct – May 2011 magazine


e-mails:


Society of Local Council Clerks – West Yorkshire Training Day 5th July 2011


National Association of Local Councils – Conference & Exhibition


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Training Events


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Clerk vacancy at Green Hammerton Parish Council


Yorkshire & Humberside Regional Network – Participatory Budgeting Event


Wakefield Council – Invite to Council Open Day


Local Council Review – e-news update


Wakefield Council – Details of security services available


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Post for a Deputy Chief Officer to YLCA


Sustainablegov.co.uk – Public Services Efficiency News


Wakefield Council – Area Forum Meeting Dates


West Yorkshire Police – Funding opportunities update


Resident of Middlestown – ‘Say No to Wind Turbines’ Objection to plan for wind turbines in the parish


Resident of Netherton – Objection to plan for wind turbines in the parish

Communications Received (continued).

Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Voluntary Action Wakefield District – Funding Fair


Nottssport Synthetic Surfacing – Product details


e-mails:


Resident of Netherton – Complaint about plan for wind turbine


Resident of Middlestown – Complaint about plan for wind turbines


LCR – Newsletter


Wakefield Council – Highway programme of works


Action Planning – Invitation to conference ‘Leading your charity through a time of change’


Rural Action Yorkshire – ‘Finding & Bidding for Project Funding’ event


Resident of  Middlestown - Complaint about plan for wind turbine


Sustainablegov.com – Public Service Efficiency News


Wakefield Council – Area Forum Meeting Dates


HSBC – Contact details for Direct Relationship Manager


Yorkshire Local Councils Association – ‘Joining the Council’ courses


Wakefield Council – New agenda for Standards Committee Meeting


All correspondence was noted.

41.
Issues pertaining to land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Netherton leased by the Parish Council
and a request for the siting of a bench on the land.

Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that he, Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome and R Morton, along with 
District Councillor J Drysdale, had met with the resident of 1 Church Lane, Netherton to discuss issues around the piece 
of land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, leased to the Parish Council. Councillor Bennett reported that an agreement in 
principle had been reached not to site a bench on the land, not to grass the area but leave it in the current state, examine 
the possibility of placing a stone and plaque on the land as a memorial garden, maintenance of the land to be carried out 
by the Parish Council and not the resident and to allow the resident access to the land for maintenance of his fence.

It was suggested by Councillor J Newsome that maintenance of the land could be linked to garden areas in the cemeteries 
rather than added to the current maintenance contract and it was agreed to examine the possibility.


It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved to rescind the decision taken at 
the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th April 2011, minute number 217, to grass the land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, 
Netherton but to leave the land in the current state.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Roger Morton and resolved that the Parish Council 
would continue to lease the land from Wakefield Council and would examine options for maintenance which would not 
be carried out by the resident of 1 Church Lane.


It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the Parish Council should 
seek permission from Wakefield Council to place a memorial on the land and discuss the possibility of calling the land 
‘The Albert Barlow Memorial Garden’ in conjunction with the Barlow family.


District Councillor Drysdale joined the meeting from this point.
42.
Planning Applications.
The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following new applications had been received:- 

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	11/00979/FUL
	Hussain Shariq
	27 Upper Lane, Netherton
	Change of use of ground floor from dwelling to A1 (pharmacy) & new shop front
	Full Planning



Discussion took place on the above application and it was proposed and seconded that the Parish Council should object to 
the application. By a vote of three for and four against the proposal, with one abstention, it was resolved not to object to 
the application.
43.
Planning Decisions.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following notifications of Planning decisions had been 
received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/00754/FUL
	Mr & Mrs Thackra
	Overton House Farm, 176 New Rd, Overton
	Two storey extension to side/front
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	11/00959/AGR
	Mr K Hensby
	Whitley Farm, Green Lane, Netherton
	Erection of agricultural building
	Agricultural Notification
	Prior Approval Not Required



The decisions were noted.

44.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day circulated information and provided details on crimes which showed four crimes reported in Overton, three 
in Middlestown and one in Netherton of which three were burglaries (non-dwelling) two theft, two of damage and one of 
theft from a vehicle. In addition there were nine anti-social behaviour calls.

Sergeant Day was asked to ensure that officers on the Safe Scheme were aware that new equipment had been installed at 
the Netherton play area and may therefore require additional patrols and that youths had been gathering around the bus 
shelter and telephone box in Old Road and that officers target these areas.


Discussion took place on the continued problem of large and unsuitable vehicles using Blacker Lane, Netherton and 
Sergeant Day suggested that details of any vehicles thought to be using the road illegally should be reported to West 
Yorkshire Police for action if appropriate.

45.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk reported that the following application had been received:


Additional inscription – Netherton Cemetery Section A Grave no 82 – George Wilby 


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that the application be 
approved.
46.
Approval of Payments


It was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.

47.
Training courses for Parish Councillors


The Clerk informed the meeting that a number of training courses, including the Annual Conference, had been advertised 
and it was agreed that Parish Councillors should inform the Clerk of any they wished to attend and the requests would be 
considered at the July 2011 Parish Council Meeting.  
48.
Trees on Emroyd Common


The Clerk informed the meeting that he and Councillor Walker had been contacted by a resident of Oakland Crest 
regarding trees on Emroyd Common that were overhanging his garden and that the Parish Councillors had visited the site.

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that an order be 
placed with contractors for the trees to be cut back and for Councillor Walker to contact the resident to notify him of the 
decision of the Parish Council.

49.
Management Committee for ‘The Coxley Project’, the Education Resource Centre and Gallery 
in Coxley Lane


The Clerk informed the meeting that a letter had been received from Alan Sykes, a copy of which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, regarding inviting the Parish Council to consider options for participation in the management 
committee of ‘The Coxley Project’, the Education Resource Centre and Gallery in Coxley Lane. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that the Parish Council should appoint one 
member of the council to join the Management Committee of ‘The Coxley Project’ and that Councillor J Newsome 
should fill the position until the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in May 2012.
50.
Report from meeting with Natural England


Councillor Kirkpatrick reported that she had met with Mary Creagh MP and two representatives from Natural England at 
Denby Grange ponds, an International Site of Special Scientific Interest due to its colony of highly-protected Great 
Crested Newts, and provided a verbal report on issues, and agreed to provide reports from further meetings. 

51.
Netherton Play area update report


The Clerk reported that contractors had commenced the installation of the play equipment at Netherton play area and 
anticipated completion by 7th June 2011 and that the perimeter fencing was also being erected.


Information on supplementary equipment for the play area was circulated  and, after discussion,  it was proposed by 
Councillor Shaw, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved to purchase and arrange installation of two 1.8m ‘Ranger’ 
benches and two ‘Baltic’ bins.



Two residents left the meeting at this point.


52.
Update on the creation of new allotments in Netherton



The Clerk reported that he had received notification from Wakefield Council that permission has been granted, with 
conditions, to construct a vehicular crossing to the new allotment site in Netherton. It was agreed that the scheme should 
be progressed as quickly as possible.

53.
Allotment security issues


It was reported that the lock on the entrance gate had broken and that the remedial work was required to secure the 
locking mechanism. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and 
resolved that a contractor be requested to repair the locking mechanism and that a replacement lock, with additional keys, 
be purchased from a locksmith.


54.
Update report on Netherton Sports and Social Club



The Clerk reported that, following resolution made at the Extra-ordinary Parish Council held on 26th May 2011, a 
meeting had been held with Reed Smith Accountants and representatives from Netherton Sports and Social Club to 
discuss the financial position of Netherton Sports and Social Club and related issues. At the meeting it had become 
evident that an in depth review of the accounts and issues was required before the issue of the potential transfer of the 
club to the Parish Council was considered. However the financial position of the club was such that it was a possibility 
that it may not be able to continue trading because of cash flow problems.



It was proposed by  Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that Reed Smith Accountants be 
asked to undertake an in depth review of the accounts of Netherton Sports and Social Club and produce a feasibility study 
for consideration by the Parish Council and that, in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that 
section, a grant of £1,000.00 be approved towards the running costs of Netherton Sports and Social Club.

55.
Meeting dates for Parish Council Committee Meetings


The Clerk informed the meeting that to allow advertisement of Parish Council Committee Meetings and to manage the 
workload it had been suggested that a schedule of committee meetings should be agreed. It was agreed that a schedule of 
proposed meetings should be considered at the July 2011 Parish Council Meeting.

56.
Employment Committee membership


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Employment Committee currently consisted of three members but it had been 
suggested that the membership be increased to four in line with other committees.


It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the membership of the 
Employment Committee be increased to four and it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor 
Kirkpatrick and resolved that Councillor Aspinall be appointed to the fourth position on the Employment Committee.


Members of the press and public were excluded from the following item:

57.
Report from the Employment Committee


The minutes of the Employment Committee Meeting held on 18th May 2011 were considered by the meeting.



Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that he had received the Clerks’ resignation letter but the Clerk had agreed to 
continue in the post until 31st March 2011 to allow appointment and training of a replacement and that the Clerk had 
informed the Employment Committee that he was regularly working more than the contracted 26 hours per week.


Discussion took place on the hours of the replacement Clerk and options for appointing a full time member of staff or a 
part time Clerk with administrative support. 



It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the replacement for the 
Parish Clerk should be full time i.e. 37 hours per week but the Employment Committee should further consider options 
for appointing a full time Clerk or part time Clerk with administrative support with recommendations presented to the 
July 2011 Parish Council Meeting and that, as recommended by the Employment Committee, the Clerk should submit 
details of additional hours worked which would be paid by the Parish Council.
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