SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 1st June 2010 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors R Bennett, W Newsome, J Newsome, M Bradley, D Walker, N Brook & I Taylor

District Councillor J Colley


Three residents attended the meeting and Sgt J Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports and Vandalism/ 
Criminal Damage at Netherton Play Area agenda items. 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors P France, K Bray and M Bray.
29.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillor R.Bennett declared an interest in the agenda item ‘Complaint about a Parish Councillor by a Fellow Parish 
Councillor’ and completed and signed the relevant form.
30.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th May 2010

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 4th May 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
31.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council – Family Services – Wakefield District Families Information Service


West Yorkshire NHS Central Services Agency – Application for preliminary consent by Shariq Hussain Ltd for 


inclusion in the pharmaceutical list for premises in the vicinity of Upper Lane, Netherton (controlled locality) 


SLCC – The Clerk magazine May 2010


Theresa Bollon – Letter of thanks for grant/ invitation to community consultation day on 



5th June 2010 to discuss plans for a play ground in Middlestown

Theresa Bollon – Request for assistance in funding for proposed play ground in Middlestown

Record RSS – Landscape led play design information


YLCA – Wakefield Branch Annual Meeting papers


YLCA – White Rose Update May 2010


David Carter – State of footpaths/ rail services

Netherton School – Disabled access to Netherton School


Rural Action Yorkshire – Country Air Magazine Spring 2010


Andrew Shaw – Copy of letter to Wakefield Council regarding developments at the rear of Sally 







Manor, 3 Netherton Lane, Netherton


E-mails:


Wakefield Council – Proposed carriageway improvements – A642 New Road, Middlestown


Wakefield Council – Highway maintenance programme of works for 2010/2011


Wakefield Council – Agenda document for Standards Committee 27th May 2010


YLCA – Local food support package for village shops


NALC – Events bulletin


District Councillor Colley – Copy of an e-mail from a resident of the parish regarding anti-social 









behaviour near Coxley View.


Dr Faull – Update on Discovering Places


Richard Smith – Making Good (public consultation exercise being run by Youth Justice Board)


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:


Wakefield Council – Grounds Maintenance Brochure


HM Revenue & Customs – Confirmation of 2009/10 VAT refund


e-mails:

Wakefield Council – Highways Network Programme of Works


Wakefield Council – Training for Parish Council on Standards


NALC – Events bulletin


All correspondence was noted.
32.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant J Day reported on crimes in the parish during May 2010 which showed one reported crime in Netherton, three in 
Middlestown and four in Overton. Of these crimes two related to burglary (non-dwelling), four to theft and two to 
damage. Sergeant Day updated the meeting on work carried out by officers on Safe Scheme duties during May 2010
33.       Vandalism/ criminal damage at Netherton Play Area

The Clerk informed the meeting that a number of youths had been digging holes in the play area at Netherton and, as a 
result, two people had fallen and been injured and the holes had been filled and the area made good. The incidents had 
been reported to West Yorkshire Police who were investigating the incidents and the Parish Councils’ insurers had been 
notified. Sergeant Day agreed to investigate further and provide an update when further information was available.

The Clerk also reported that he had been notified of an arson incident whereby a youth had attempted to set fire to a 
bench close to the play area at Netherton and a youth had been interviewed and had admitted the offence. It was however 
unclear where the incident had occurred as there were no benches in or close by the play area and Sergeant Day therefore 
agreed to investigate further to clarify where the incident occurred. 
34.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.
35.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following applications for a memorial had been received:


Cremated Remains Tablet - Netherton Cemetery plot to be allocated – Mary Hensby



Additional inscription – Middlestown Cemetery grave G33 – John Moorhouse 


Cremated Remains Tablet – Middlestown Cemetery plot to be allocated – Carol Anderson


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that the applications be 
approved
36.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following new applications had been received since he had written his report:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	10/00976/FUL
	David Earnshaw
	11 Church Lane, Netherton
	Detached garage to side (resubmission)
	Full Planning


37.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report the following notices of decisions had been received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	10/00620/FUL
	Paul Megson
	54 Low Lane, Middlestown
	Single storey extension to side
	Full Planning
	Application Refused


38.
Report from Allotments Committee

 A report from the Allotment Committee (copy attached to these minutes) was discussed and it was proposed by 
Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the recommendation of the Allotments 
Committee for the Parish Council to approve a budget of £3,000 for the work to create the entrance to the site and to 
allow the Allotments Committee to make the necessary arrangements, including obtaining quotations or tendering, to 
complete the work as quickly as possible be accepted. 

It was also resolved that, following the e-mail from Andrew Shaw, allotment holders should be notified in advance when 
any work arranged by the Parish Council required access through an allotment plot the tenant should be notified in 
advance, as recommended by the Allotments Committee.
39.
Risk Management Report

The Risk Assessment and Management Policy document that had been circulated with the Clerk’s report was reviewed 
After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Bradley and resolved that no 
amendments would be made at the present time but there were concerns around risks at the play areas and the Clerk was 
asked to contact Wakefield Council to discuss their risk management policy for play areas and the Parish Councillors 
agreed to check the play areas on a weekly basis until the risk management policy was finalised.

40.
NJC Car Allowances 2010/2011

The Clerk informed the meeting that notice had been received that the National Joint Council for Local Government 
Services had agreed to revised car allowances to be implemented with effect from 1st April 2010 and the increase was 
around 8%.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Bennett and resolved that the revised car 
allowances be implemented with effect from 1st April 2010.
41.
Review of the working hours of the Parish Clerk

The Clerk informed the meeting that he felt the role and workload of the Parish Clerk had changed significantly since the 
current 20 hours per week were agreed in 2005 and as a result it had become increasingly difficult to meet the current 
demands of the post within the hours. It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Bradley and resolved 
that the issue should be considered by the Employment Committee with recommendations being presented to a future 
Parish Council meeting for consideration.
42.
Complaint by a Parish Councillor against a fellow Parish Councillor


The Clerk informed the meeting that the complaint made by Councillor Keith Bray regarding the conduct of 
Councillor Roger Bennett had been discussed at the May 2010 Parish Council meeting but was deferred to the June 2010 
meeting to allow information on the ‘ownership’ of the allotment boundaries to be sought but, as intimated at the May 
2010 Parish Council meeting, there were no documents that specified the ‘owner’ of the allotment boundaries. The only 
references to boundaries in documents were a clause in the tenancy agreements stating ‘Every hedge shall be kept cut and 
trimmed’ and the invoice which included the statement ‘Trees and shrubs around the boundaries of the allotments may not 
be cut without the prior written permission of the Parish Council’. It was however, the generally accepted principle, as in 
this case, that the Parish Council arranged and paid for the maintenance of the external boundaries and as the allotment 
holders were tenants the legal advice was that they did not own, nor should benefit from, items forming the infra-structure 
of the allotments and that the Parish Council were therefore the ‘owner’ of the external boundaries.


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that no action 
should be taken against Councillor Bennett as it was felt that he was acting on behalf of the Parish 
Council in disposing 
of the trees, had not personally benefited from his actions and had not breached the Code of Conduct for Parish 
Councillors but tenancy agreements and other allotment documents would be reviewed to ensure that rules and 
regulations were clear.
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