
SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 10th January 2012 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- 
Councillor R Bennett in the Chair
Parish Councillors R Aspinall, J Bennett, M Bradley, N Brook, H Kirkpatrick, R Morton, J Newsome, W Newsome and A Shaw


District Councillor I Sanders

Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item 

Two members of the public were in attendance

158.
Declarations of Interest


Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton declared an interest in Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and all completed and signed the relevant form.
159.
Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 29th December 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Nigel Brook, seconded by Councillor Roger Bennett and resolved that the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 29th December 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
160.
Communications Received
The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of Members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:-

Wakefield Council – Register of electors 2012 – Issue of Monthly Updates


CPRE – Booklet ‘Planning Explained’


Voluntary Action Wakefield District – Annual Report 2010/11


West Yorkshire NHS Central Services Agency – Request by Mr Shariq Hussain for a 4-6 week extension on an approved 
application for full consent for inclusion in the pharmaceutical list for premises based at Netherton Pharmacy, 27 Upper 
Lane, Netherton, Wakefield WF4 4NQ


HSBC – Changes to Business Internet Banking


Sweet & Maxwell – Book ‘The Law of Trees, Forests and Hedges’


CPRE – Fieldwork Magazine – Winter 2011


GViews – Catalogue for Planters and Street Furniture


Middlestown J&I School – Confirmation of dates for Parish Council Meetings 2012


E-mails:-

West Yorkshire Police – Questionnaire


Sustainable-Gov – Update


Wakefield Council – Event to Support Development of Community Led Library Provision


LCR online – News Update


Sustainable-Gov – Update


Voluntary Action Wakefield District – E-bulletin Dec 2011


Rural Action Yorkshire – Community Led Planning Training


Sustainable-Gov – Update


Historic Towns Forum – Newsletter Dec 2011


Sustainable-Gov – Update


Coxley Live – Request for Items for the Spring Newsletter


Petwisezoo – Events for 2012


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:-

Clerk & Councils Direct – 2012 Yearbook

Association of Burial Authorities – Questionnaire

SLCC – The Clerk magazine January 2012 and CPD and Conference programme January to April 2012 


E-mails:


YLCA – Questionnaire ‘How your Council works with Local Community & Voluntary Sector Groups’

YLCA – Information note 


Upton & North Elmsall Parish Council – Invitation to Anniversary March

West Yorkshire Police – Traffic Issues Meeting


Sustainable-gov – Newsletter


YLCA – Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons


Action Planning – Funding Workshops


Steve Shaw – Proposal to Empower Town & Parish Councils


West Yorkshire Police – Consultation about Communicating with West Yorkshire Police


All correspondence was noted
161.
Police Safe Scheme Reports

Sergeant Day informed the meeting that officers worked 62 hours on the SAFE Scheme in December and that additional hours were worked in the week prior to Christmas to help reduce ASB and crime.  It was noted that crime had dropped by a third since November.  Sergeant Day listed a number of incidents including burglaries, vehicle theft and drugs offences and summarized the activity regarding speed checks, speed awareness and other vehicle related offences.
The report was noted by the meeting.

162.
Planning Applications
The Clerk reported that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
163.
Planning Decisions

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following notifications of Planning Decisions had been 
received:-
	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/02261/FUL
	Mike Perkis
	31 Sandy Lane, Middlestown
	Variation of house type to provide single storey extension to ancillary outbuildings
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	11/02305/FUL
	Mr & Mrs James
	Strand Cottage, Balk Lane, Horbury
	Res Development (1 no dwelling) Comp conversion of ancilliary domestic building
	Full planning
	Application Withdrawn


164.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk reported that no applications for memorials had been received. 
165.
Finance Report 2011/12
The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 6th January 2012 was noted by the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor John Newsome, seconded by Councillor Wendy Newsome and resolved that the report be accepted.    
166.
Budget and precept setting 2012/2013
The Clerk presented the Budget and Precept Setting figures for 2012/13.    It was proposed by Councillor John Newsome, seconded by Councillor Nigel Brook and resolved that the Budget be accepted without revision and the Precept set at £64,000 for 2012/13.
167.
Update on the creation of new allotments in Netherton
The Clerk presented the report that had been circulated previously.  Members requested that the Clerk contact previous tenders to advise of the current specifications and also that people currently on the waiting list be updated about the current situation. It was proposed by Councillor Nigel Brook, seconded by Councillor Helen Kirkpatrick and resolved that the report be accepted.

168.
Report from the Parish Plan Working Group

The minutes of the Parish Plan Working Group meeting held on 21st November 2011, which had been deferred from the 
December Parish Council meeting, were considered.  The Clerk informed the meeting that he had obtained a quotation of 
£45 from Ordnance Survey for using information to reproduce the footpath map, all Parish Councillors had been 
supplied with a copy of the existing footpath map and that the National Coalmining Museum had been contacted and did 
not wish to change any of the information previously supplied.  Cllr J Newsome agreed to arrange a meeting with Coxley 
Live.  The Parish Plan Working Group would further consider the drawing up of a historical leaflet and the Clerk to 
arrange a meeting with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.

Discussion took place on the Review of Further Parish Plan Recommendations and it was proposed by Cllr Kirkpatrick, 
seconded by Cllr W Newsome and resolved to write to Wakefield Council about road safety issues, to include a link on 
the Parish website to the West Yorkshire Police website, to obtain advice on the legality of cycling on towpaths and to 
write to Wakefield Council regarding cars parking on roadsides in the Parish.

169.
Report from Recreation and Amenities Committee


Discussion took place on the proposed Middlestown Meadow Project and it was proposed by Cllr J Newsome, seconded 
by Cllr R Bennett and resolved to arrange a meeting with Wakefield Council Countryside Unit to obtain further advice 
and to check with both schools that they support the Project.

The meeting reviewed previous recommendations and it was proposed by Cllr J Newsome, seconded by Cllr R Bennett and resolved to write to Wakefield Council Legal Department regarding the proposed Albert Barlow Memorial Garden and to defer a decision on the appointment of a handy person / gardener. 

170.
Councillor Vacancy for Middlestown Ward
The Clerk informed Members that Wakefield MDC had been informed of the vacancy and the options for filling the position had been outlined.  The meeting was told that notices would be displayed in the Parish and on the website advertising the vacancy.  A further update would be provided to the next meeting.
171.
Membership of Parish Council Committees
The Clerk asked the meeting if any of the current Middlestown councilors would be interested in filling the vacancies on the Finance and Allotments Committees’ and the Netherton Sports and social Club Management Committee.  As there was no current interest it was proposed by Councillor Helen Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Roger Morton and resolved to defer this item until the vacancy for Parish Councillor is filled.
172.
Update report on the purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club

The Clerk reported on the meeting between the Management Committee and the Council’s solicitors the day before.  After some discussion it was proposed by Councillor Roger Bennett, seconded by Councillor Helen Kirkpatrick and resolved that a Tenancy at Will for the Club owners be drawn up to begin on the day of purchase.  Furthermore it was proposed by Councillor Janet Bennett, seconded by Councillor Roger Morton and resolved that the rent for the tenants be set at £400 pcm with a repairing lease in place.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the Committee of Netherton Sports & Social Club had requested a grant of £1400.00 towards facilities of the Club.  After discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Bennett and resolved in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, a grant of £1400.00 be approved.
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