SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 12th January 2010 at 7.15 p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors P France, H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, I Taylor, N Brook, K Bray and M Bray, J Newsome 

& M Bradley

District Councillor J Colley


Dr M Faull attended for the Approval of the Parish Plan agenda item and P.C. D Laybourne attended for the Police Safe 
Scheme Reports agenda item.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor D Walker and District Councillor J Drysdale


Declarations of Interest.


No declarations of interest were made.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2009

It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved – That the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on the 1st December 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
171.
Approval of the proof of the Parish Plan

Dr Faull presented proofs of the cover and three pages of the Parish Plan for consideration by the meeting. After 
discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that proofs be 
accepted with the front cover in upper case lettering and headings on the inner pages in darker print as described by Dr 
Faull.

The meeting discussed the delivery of the completed documents around the Parish and Councillor France agreed to 
investigate the possibility of using the same method as used to circulate the ‘Coxley News’ newsletter.

Order of Business

The Chairman proposed amending the order of business to allow the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item to be 
discussed at this point and this was agreed.
172.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


The report on crimes in the parish during December 2009 showed three crimes reported in Netherton, five in 
Middlestown, four in Overton and one in Midgley and P.C.Laybourne highlighted that six of these involved burglary or 
attempted burglary and five of theft of or from motor vehicles.

P.C.Laybourne informed the meeting that as a result of the spate of burglaries in Middlestown police patrols had 
concentrated on the Nell Gap Lane area of Middlestown as well as the continued efforts to combat anti social behaviour 
and motoring offences.

173.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Wakefield MDC Transportation & Highways Services – Planning consent to install hanging baskets


YLCA – Notification of increase in 2010/11 membership fees


YLCA – White Rose update December 2009 (copy attached for information) 


Dogs for the Disabled – Charity sponsored dog walk


NALC – LCR magazine Winter 2009


NALC – Direct Information Services subscription offer


CPRE – Fieldwork magazine December 2009


SLCC – Practitioners Conference 2010


Vision ICT – Christmas newsletter


Window to your Past – Event in The Ridings Shopping Centre 12th & 13th March 2010

Communications Received (continued)

Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


SLCC – Agenda for Cemetery Management Course to be held on 24th February 2010

Wakefield MDC Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors Monthly Update


Wakefield District Partnership – Invitation to ‘A Blueprint for the District’ events


The National Coal Mining Museum – Exhibition Launch ‘Northern Soul – John Bulmer’s images of life & times 1n 1960’s


SLCC – ‘The Clerk’ magazine January 2010


Clerk & Councils Direct – January 2010 magazine


Notts Sports – Information on play surfaces


All correspondence was noted.
174.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.

175.
Report from the Cemeteries Sub-committee


The document on safety and responsibilities along with the rules and regulations for Middlestown and Netherton 
Cemeteries, as circulated by Councillor Bennett at the December 2009 Parish Council meeting, was considered and, with 
some minor amendments, it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that 
the document be approved.

The Clerk reported that, as requested at the December 2009 Parish Council meeting, he had obtained quotations for the 
purchase of notice boards with price starting at £350. The Clerk was asked to obtain further quotations for good quality 
notice boards to include ‘Sitlington Parish Council’ on the top and the purchase to be considered at a future Parish 
Council meeting.
176.
Financial Report 2009/2010 and Budget Setting 2010/2011

The budget monitor for 2009/10, which had been circulated with the Clerk’s report, was considered. The Clerk explained 
that the figures were based on actual income and expenditure to 31st December 2009 along with estimates for remaining 
three months of the financial year and that the forecast was for a balance of £64,163 in bank accounts at 31st March 2010, 
a reduction of £9,347 from the balance held at 31st March 2009. The Clerk reported that he had made a number of 
assumptions in arriving at the estimate and, as in previous years, a number of payments were not likely to be made before 
31st March 2010. These included a charge £4,000 for the election for Middlestown Ward and £4,000 for grave digging 
by Wakefield MDC and taking these and other assumptions into consideration the actual year end balance was likely to be 
in excess of £70,000.

The financial position was noted.

Financial Report 2009/2010 and Budget Setting 2010/2011 (continued)

The proposed budget for the Parish Council for 2010/2011, as circulated with the Clerk’s report, were considered. The 
Clerk explained that the proposed budgets were based on 2009/2010 recurrent income and expenditure, adjusted for 
inflation and other known changes where necessary, but excluded any provision for capital or expenditure on planned 
projects which would require funding from the balance brought forward from 2009/2010. The Clerk informed the meeting 
that whilst the proposed figures included the precept set at £41,000, an increase of £1,000 or 2.5% on the previous year, it 
had been necessary to reduce the overall expenditure budget to account for a reduction in other income. 

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the budget 
for 2010/2011 be set as per the proposal with a precept of £41,000.
177.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that no applications had been received.
178.
Report on the planning application for a dwelling, detached garage and gallery/ education 
centre at Coxley Mill, Coxley Lane, Middlestown.

Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that Alan Sykes was attempting to comply with the conditions stipulated by 
Wakefield MDC Planning Officers and the possibility of involving English Heritage was being considered. Further 
feedback was being awaited.
179.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.

180.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
181.
Meetings of the Parish Council in 2010

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Parish Council meetings had been agreed for 6th April 2010 and 1st June 2010 at 
Middlestown Junior and Infant School. As the school will be closed for holidays on these dates it was proposed to change 
the venue of these meetings to Netherton School and the meetings on 4th May 
and 13th July 2010 to Middlestown 
Junior and Infant School. The suggested dates for the meetings
would therefore be:


Middlestown




Netherton


2nd February 2010



2nd March 2010








6th April 2010 (and Parish Meeting)


4th May 2010 (Annual Meeting)


1st Jun 2010

 





13th Jul 2010 (Due to Clerk’s leave)




7th Sept 2010




5th Oct 2010


2nd Nov 2010




7th Dec 2010


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the meeting dates be amended as 
suggested, subject to confirmation that the venues would be available.
182.
Creation of a Parish Logo

Councillor Taylor circulated various versions of a parish logo and explained the reasoning behind each design. It was 
agreed that further discussions should take place at the Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting to be held on 


21st January 2010. 

183.
Proposed Emroyd Common development of football facilities

Councillor Bennett reported that he and Councillors J Newsome and W Newsome had met with Keith Twiss and 
Simon O’Connor from Wakefield MDC, along with two representatives from Netherton Junior Football Club, to discuss 
the proposed development of football facilities at Emroyd Common. Keith and Simon had described the various elements 
of work that would be required and estimated that the costs of completing the development would be around £400,000 to 
£450,000 and outlined the processes that would be required to progress the proposal and the potential funding sources 
that may be available. Their recommendations, assuming the Parish Council wished to progress the proposal, were:

Proposed Emroyd Common development of football facilities (continued)
· For the Parish Council to consider appointing a specialist consultant to conduct a feasibility study. This could include drawing up plans for the proposed scheme, calculating estimates for the capital and revenue costs, applying for grants and funding, discussing planning issues with the Local Authority and evaluating if the scheme is viable. The cost of the consultant, which could cost in excess of £50,000 depending on the remit, could be covered by small grants and Keith and Simon would assist in making the funding bids.
· To set up a ‘Community Football Development Committee’ to create plans for the development of clubs and organisations who would use the new facility. To obtain funding of the level required for the project it would be essential that a number of clubs show, and enter into, a commitment to use the facilities over a long period of time. The Development Committee need not be a committee of the Parish Council and it may be advantageous for funding bids if the input from the Parish Council was minimal.

· To consider wider use of the facility, especially any buildings, by other organisations. This would widen the potential number of grants available. Use of the building as a Community Centre was an idea muted.


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that clubs or 
organisations with an interest in developing the land for football use, or possibly other sports, should be sought and a 
further review of the proposed development be taken by the Parish Council at a later date when the amount of interest was 
known.
184.
Appointment of a School Governor Representative from the Parish Council

Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting Reverend Hugh Baker had filled a position of Community Governor  at 
Netherton Junior and Infant School and acted as representative for the Parish Council and as Reverend Baker had now 
left the Parish the meeting was asked to consider a replacement. It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by 
Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that Councillor I Taylor, who had indicated that he would be willing to 
fill the role, 
should be appointed a Community Governor for Netherton Junior and Infant School and represent the Parish Council in 
that capacity.
185.
Purchase of standard e-mail addresses

It was agreed that this item should be deferred to the next Parish Council meeting.
.
186.     Parish Council website development

It was agreed that this item should be deferred to the next Parish Council meeting.
187.
Report on issues raised from the Allotments Sub-committee

Councillor Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that the Allotments Sub-committee had met and discussed the Best Kept 
Allotment Award and inspection meetings and would be agreeing dates for future Sub-committee meetings.

The inspection of Windy Bank Allotments in Netherton had identified two sycamore trees that required removal and it 
was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Taylor and resolved that an order should be placed with 
T & D contractors for the removal of the two trees
188.
Siting of wind turbines in the Parish

Councillor Brook outlined the benefits that had been made to a Parish Council that had arranged the siting of a wind 
turbine on a suitable piece of land and asked for the Councillors for their views on a similar arrangement. After discussion 
Councillor Brook was asked to investigate the idea further and present a report to a future Parish Council meeting. 
190
Review of payment to the Parish Clerk for use of his home as an office 


This item was deferred from the December Parish Council meeting and after further consideration it was proposed, 
seconded and resolved that an increase of 1% to the payment made to the Clerk for use of his home as an office with 
effect from 1st December 2009.
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