SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 1st February 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome, N Brook, I Taylor, K Bray, M Bradley and D Walker

Four residents attended the meeting, one leaving after the Police Safe Scheme reports and Sergeant Day attended for the 
Police Safe Scheme Reports.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors R Bennett, P France and M Bray and District Councillor 
Denson for late arrival.
163.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillor Bradley declared an interest in Finance Committee Report, application for a grant from the Thursday Club and 
completed and signed the relevant form. 
164.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2011


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved – That the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on the 11th January 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
165.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day reported on crimes in the parish during January 2011 which showed five reported crimes in Middlestown, 
four in Netherton, one in Overton and one in Midgley and highlighted the fact that crime reports in the parish had again 
dropped and that the police presence had been important in the reduction. He also summarised the work undertaken by 
officers on the Safe Scheme in January 2011.

It was reported that it was planned for the police to use the Pro-laser speed detection device with children from Netherton 
Junior and Infant School to highlight speeding issues to motorists.

District Councillor Denson attended from this point of the meeting.

166.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


SLCC – Training & Events Guide January – April 2011


SLCC – ‘The Clerk’ magazine January 2011


E-mails:


Wakefield Council – Launch event of Stop Hate in the UK in the Wakefield District


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Town & Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting


YLCA – Vacancy for Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer at Newby & Scalby Parish Council


Marie Curie Cancer Care – Great Daffodil Appeal 2011


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Wakefield Council – Register of Electors 2011 Monthly Update


Proludic Play & Sports Areas – Brochure

Rural Action Yorkshire – Country Air magazine Winter 2011


Metro – Confirmation of receipt of letter regarding vandalism to Netherton Terminus bus shelter


E-mails:


YLCA – Clerk vacancy

Wakefield Council – Plain English Guide to Localism Bill


Netherton Resident – Development off Netherton Lane by Bellway Homes


YLCA – Rural Matters


All correspondence was noted.
168.
Terms of Reference for Parish Plan Implementation Committee

The Clerk reported that the Parish Plan Implementation Working Group was established on a short term basis to deal with 
issues raised in the Parish Plan and as it is now clear that the work involved in implementing the Parish Plan would be 
ongoing it had been suggested that the Parish Council established a Parish Plan Implementation Committee and approve 
the proposed Terms of Reference for the committee, as circulated with the Clerks’ report. It was proposed by Councillor 
Brook, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that approval be given to the creation of a Parish Plan Committee, 
the composition being as the working group, and the Terms of Reference be accepted as circulated.
169.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
170.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report the following notices of decisions had been received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	10/02266/FUL
	Paul Teasdale
	Wood Lane (land at), Overton
	Single storey extension & external alteration of commercial buildings (retrospective)
	Full Planning
	Application Withdrawn

	10/02374/FUL
	Dr M Faull
	National Coal Mining Museum, Old Road, Overton
	Single storey extension to form heat pump display & office accom
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	10/01192/SUB01
	Christopher Newman
	88 Sandy Lane, Middlestown
	Discharge of conditions 2, 3 & 4
	Discharge of Conditions
	Discharge of Conditions


171.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk informed the meeting that no applications for a memorial had been received.
172.
Report from Parish Plan Working Group

The minutes from the Parish Plan Working Group that had been circulated with the Clerks’ report were noted. 
173.
Report from I.T. Committee


The meeting was informed that the I.T. Committee had not met since the Parish Council meeting of 11th January 2011. 
174.
Report from Finance Committee

The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 25th January 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
prior to the meeting, was discussed:

Request for a grant from the Thursday Club; the Finance Committee recommended that a grant of £150 towards the set up 
costs of the club be approved and it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved 
that, in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of 
the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, the Council approves the payment of the sum of 
£150.00.


Review of non-pay administrative costs; the meeting was informed that the Finance Committee had reviewed the non-pay 
administrative costs of the parish council but, as savings had already been made where possible, there were no specific 
actions required but it was recommended by the committee that costs were continuously monitored to ensure that best 
value was obtained. It was proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the 
recommendation be accepted.

Plans for improvements to Netherton play area (adjacent to Netherton Village Hall); it was recommended by the Finance 
Committee that quotations be obtained as a matter of urgency for a number of options to improve the play area at 
Netherton including leasing options for play equipment, purchase of new and second-hand play equipment and for the 
installation of safe surfaces and fencing and that quotations be considered by the Finance Committee and a report with 
recommendations be presented to a Parish Council meeting for consideration with a view to placing orders and 
completing the work before the summer school holidays. It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor 
W Newsome and resolved that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be accepted.
175.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.
176.
Creation of a Netherton Village Hall Management Committee

The Clerk informed the meeting that it had been recommended by Yorkshire Local Councils Association that the Parish 
Council should create a committee to manage Netherton Village Hall and the issue had been discussed at a Netherton 
Village Hall Trust meeting and a draft Terms of Reference been produced in consultation with Sheenagh Spence of 
YLCA, a copy of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ report.

The Clerk gave an overview of the remit of the Committee as being responsible for the day-to-day running of the village 
hall within strict guidelines with the Trust remaining a separate entity retaining independent bank accounts and minutes. 
A number of non-Parish Councillors would be members of the committee but would be bound by Parish Council 
Financial Procedures and Standing Orders and would be required to sign a declaration that they would abide by the Parish 
Council’s adopted Code of Conduct.

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that a 
Netherton Village Hall Management Committee be created with the Terms of Reference as circulated adopted, a copy of 
which is attached).

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that, in addition to 
the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council, the two representatives from the Parish Council on the committee, until 
the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 12th May 2011, be Councillor J Newsome and Councillor Taylor, that a letter 
to be sent to the users of the hall requesting that they identify members from their clubs to join the committee and that 
Councillor J Newsome discussed the issue at the next Friends of Netherton Village Hall meeting to ascertain if the group 
would continue and, if so, who they would chose to join the committee.
177.
Provision of library services in the parish

Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that he was concerned for the future of Middlestown Library because of 
damage to the building, especially in view of the current review of library services throughout Wakefield district. After 
discussion it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that a meeting should 
be arranged with representatives from Wakefield Council to consider the future of Middlestown Library and explore the 
possibility of the Parish Council taking over library services in the parish.
178.
Update on the potential for the siting of wind turbines in the parish


Councillor Brook provided a verbal update on the potential for the siting of wind turbines in the parish and informed the 
meeting that CO2 Sense, a subsidiary of Yorkshire Forward, had offered a grant of £1,950 to fund a feasibility study into 
the project. If acceptable Origin Energy CIC would be engaged to carry out the feasibility study and prepare a report and 
would fund the balance of £650 of the study.

It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the grant of £1,950 be 
accepted from CO2 Sense to pay part of the cost of the feasibility study to Origin Energy CIC and Councillor Brook 
agreed to meet their representatives, along with any other Parish Councillors available, and present their report to a future 
Parish Council meeting

179.
Report from the Town and Parish Council Liaison Group meeting


Councillor Kirkpatrick provided a verbal report from the Town and Parish Council Liaison Group meeting which had 
included a presentation by Councillor Box, Leader of Wakefield Council, and Joanne Roney, Chief Executive of 
Wakefield Council, on the Localism Bill. The meeting had emphasized the need for stronger links between Parish, Town 
and District Councils especially as more services were devolved and that there could in future be local variances to 
services.

180.
New play area at Middlestown School


Councillor Kirkpatrick reported that she had been contacted by Kathryn Tait who was involved with the project to 
create a play area in the grounds of Middlestown School and had asked the Parish Council to write a letter of support 
for a grant towards the cost of the project. It was proposed by Councillor K Bray, seconded by Councillor Taylor and 
resolved that the Parish Council would write a letter of support for the grant application.

181.
Report from Employment Committee


The minutes of the Employment Committee Meeting held on 25th January 2011, a copy of which had been circulated with 
the Clerks’ report, were considered. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor J 
Newsome and resolved that the meeting would accept the recommendations of the Employment Committee that the Chair 
of the Parish Council conducts an annual appraisal with the Clerk, that the Clerks’ salary be increased by one point on the 
incremental scale with effect from 1st December 2010 and that the payment to the Clerk for use of his home as an office 
be increased in line with inflation, with effect from 1st December 2010.
182.
Grave Digging and Maintenance Tenders 2011/12

Tenders received by the Clerk were opened at the meeting and considered. 


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that Tender 1 (all parts) and 
Tender 3 be awarded to T & D Contractors (on a once a fortnight basis for grass cutting in the cemeteries with an extra 
cut in both May and June) for the year 2011/12 and Tender 2, grave digging, to be awarded to Wakefield Council for the 
year 2011/12.
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