SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 2nd February 2010 at 7.15 p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, I Taylor, N Brook, K Bray and M Bray, J Newsome & D Walker

District Councillor J Colley


P.C. D Laybourne attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors P France and M Bradley


Two residents attended the meeting.

Declarations of Interest.


No declarations of interest were made.

Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 21st January 2010

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 21st January 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
195.
Parish Plan Issues and Update Report

Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that the Parish Plan was being printed and would be delivered shortly. 

Discussion took place on the launch of the Parish Plan and it was suggested that the Lord Lieutenant be asked to attend 
the official launch at the National Coal Mining Museum and the Clerk was asked to find dates that Dr Roscoe was 
available and when the Coal Mining Museum had facilities available
196.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Wakefield MDC – Wakefield Local Development Framework Waste Development Plan Document 









Notice of Adoption


Wakefield MDC – Agenda for Town & Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting


Wakefield MDC – Agenda for Standards Committee


Wakefield MDC – Licensing Services – Gambling Act Statement of Principles Review


HSBC – Business banking information


West Yorkshire Police – Receipt for Safe Scheme payment


Rural Action Yorkshire – Country Air Magazine Winter 2009


NALC – National Training Strategy (NTS) Review – website and survey


Wakefield Magistrates Court - Community Engagement Program


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Wakefield MDC:


Regeneration, Culture & Sport – Various Roads, Netherton – Amended 20mph Speed Limit Restrictions


Family Services – Activities for Young People aged 13 – 19

Business & Resources – Change of time of Town & Parish Council Liaison Group meeting


Business & Resources – Town & Parish Council Liaison Group meeting – Information on grants


Planning Services – Weekly planning lists


Communities – Waste & Recycling Services update on collections


Sutcliffe Play – Inclusive play area information


YLCA – Vacancy details – Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer to Scriven Parish Council


YLCA - Vacancy details – Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer to Newby & Scalby Parish Council


NALC – Details on Leadership Academies 2010


National Coal Mining Museum – ISBN allocation


All correspondence was noted.

Order of Business

The Chairman proposed amending the order of business to allow the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item to be 
deferred to later in the meeting when P C Laybourne was in attendance and this was agreed.
197.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and Resolved that the schedule of  accounts be 
approved for payment.
198.
Report from the Cemeteries Committee


It was reported that the toppings on the raised planter at Middlestown Cemetery were loose and the Clerk was asked to 
arrange repair by the contractor.

The Clerk reported that he had obtained a number of quotations for the purchase of standard noticeboards but these did 
not include the Parish Council name which would incur additional costs. A decision on the noticeboards was therefore 
deferred to the March 2010 meeting.
199.
Tenancy Agreement for Netherton Play Area

The Clerk informed the meeting that, as the offer of a new lease at £1,250 per annum was not acceptable to the Parish 
Council, Andrew Pang from Wakefield MDC had requested that the Parish Council considered entering into negotiations 
`for the renewal of the lease to agree a mutually acceptable charge. It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by 
Councillor Taylor and resolved that the Parish Council would enter into negotiations for a new lease.
200.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


P.C. Laybourne reported on crimes in the parish during January 2010 which showed six crimes reported in Netherton, 
seven in Middlestown, three in Overton and one in Midgley of which four involved burglary, six theft and four criminal 
damage and highlighted the continued work and successes of officers on Safe Scheme duties.

201.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that no applications had been received.
202.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following new applications had been received since he had written his report:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	10/00076/FUL
	Mr G Barlow
	172 New Road, Middlestown
	Conversions of garage to self contained annex
	Full Planning


203.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
204.
Creation of a Parish Logo

Councillor Taylor circulated designs for the Parish logo for consideration. After discussion it was agreed that the logo 
should include a tree and viaduct and Councillor Taylor was asked to re-work the designs and present further designs for 
consideration at the March 2010 Parish Council meeting.
205.
Purchase of standard e-mail addresses


Councillor Taylor provided an update on the purchase of standard e-mail addresses, including the advantages and 
disadvantages of the options. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W 
Newsome and resolved that the domain name sitlingtoncouncil.com should be purchased along with twelve associated e-
mail addresses.
206.    Parish Council website development


Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that changes had been made to the Parish Council website and a separate 
meeting was to be arranged to consider further developments and an update would be provided to the March 2010 Parish 
Council meeting.
207.
Proposal to Create Additional Allotments in Netherton

The Clerk informed the meeting that Wakefield MDC Planning Services had requested amendments to the original plan 
and had deferred a decision on the application pending receipt of the amendments. These involved a narrower access 
road, fewer parking spaces on the site and lower fences. They had also requested confirmation of the Parish Councils 
procedure for controlling the erection of structures such as sheds and greenhouses on allotment sites and a copy of a 
specimen tenancy agreement had been provided to clarify the position. SAR Architects had submitted revised plans for 
approval. 

208.
Creation of Finance Committee

The Clerk informed the meeting that it had been suggested that a Finance Committee be created to deal with finance 
issues of the Parish Council, including grant applications. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Brook, 
seconded by Councillor Taylor and 
resolved that a Finance Committee of the Parish Council be established. The 
committee to consist of the Chairman, Vice Chairman and two other Parish Councillors, Councillors Taylor and J 
Newsome agreed to fill these positions until the Annual Meeting, along with the Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer 
and the first meeting of the committee would include the drawing up of Terms of Reference to be approved at the March 
2010 Parish Council meeting.
209.
Creation of an Employment Committee

The Clerk informed the meeting that it had been suggested that an Employment Committee of the Parish Council be 
created to deal with employment issues. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by 
Councillor Taylor and resolved that an Employment Committee of the Parish Council be established that would consist of 
the Chairman, Vice Chairman and one other Parish Councillor, Councillor Taylor agreed to fill this position until the 
Annual Meeting, and the first meeting to draw up Terms of Reference to be approved at a Parish Council meeting.


One resident left at this point of the meeting.

210.
Application for a Grant

As it had been resolved that a policy for dealing with grant applications be proposed by the Finance Committee and 
approved at the March 2010 Parish Council meeting a decision on the application for a grant by Netherton Cricket Club 
was deferred.
211.
Report on Issues at Emroyd Common

The Clerk reported that holes were again being dug by people in search of bottles and other valuables on Emroyd 
Common and a BMX track had also been set up. It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W 
Newsome and resolved that a contractor be employed as a matter of urgency to make the affected areas of Emroyd 
Common safe.
212.
Forward Planning for the Parish Council

This item was deferred to a future Parish Council meeting.
213.
Report on the plan to Site wind turbines in the Parish

Councillor Brook informed the meeting that he had been in contact with a company specializing in community wind 
turbine schemes and discussed the proposal with them and they had agreed to provide a feasibility report for 
consideration at a future Parish Council meeting.
214.
Update from Town & Parish Council Liaison Group

Councillor Kirkpatrick provided a verbal update on issues raised at the Town and Parish Council Liaison Group meeting 
which included an item on the Parish Charter which was out to consultation and would require consideration at a future 
Parish Council meeting, planning issues and notifications and the problem of empty houses which could be dealt with by 
the District Council but would be a lengthy process. 
215.
Training Matters

The Clerk informed the meeting that YLCA were finalizing the program for 2010 and would be circulated to Councillors 
when received.

It was suggested that Parish Councillors should be trained on interment procedures and the Clerk agreed to provide a 
training session.
216.
Dog Fouling

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had reported the problem of dog fouling to the Dog Warden Service of Wakefield 
MDC and had requested that they consider placing specific waste bins in the Parish and would provide an update to the 
March 2010 Parish Council meeting.
217.
Grave Digging and Maintenance Tenders 2010/11

Tenders received by the Clerk were opened at the meeting and considered. 


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that Tender 1 (all parts) and 
Tender 3 be awarded to T & D Contractors (on a once a fortnight basis for grass cutting in the cemeteries with an extra 
cut in both May and June) for the year 2010/11 and Tender 2, grave digging, to be awarded to Wakefield MDC for the 
year 2010/11.

218.
Review of Cemetery Charges


The Clerk informed the meeting that the review of the Parish Council charges for cemeteries would need to be based on 
the tenders accepted from 1st March 2010 and that Wakefield MDC had not yet reviewed their charges from 1st April 
2010. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved 
that all interment fees should be based on the new contract figures for grave digging from 1 March 2010 with the same 
principles as adopted in the previous year. It was agreed that once Wakefield MDC had set their charges a further review 
should be undertaken to ensure that the non-residents charges were in line with those of the District Council
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