
SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 6th December 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors J Newsome, H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, R Aspinall, R Morton, D Walker, J Bennett, M Bradley, 
A Shaw and N Brook

District Councillor I Sanders.


Emma King, replacement for the current Clerk, as an observer.

Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 
136.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, H Kirkpatrick and R Morton declared an interest in Netherton Sports and Social 
Club agenda item and all completed and signed the relevant form.

137.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st November 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved - That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 1st November 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
138.
Communications Received.
The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


NatWest Bank – Business banking information


Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – Representation of the People Regulation 2001 





Register of Electors2012 – Supply of Free Copies


Campaign to Protect Rural England – Countryside Voice Magazine Winter 2011


Netherton Cricket Club – Letter of thanks for grant payment


SLCC – The Clerk Magazine November 2011


Groundwork – Introduction to Groundwork Pride Ltd


Wakefield Council Environmental Services – Information on flooding


Wakefield Council Regeneration and Economic Growth Section – Applications for hanging baskets


e-mails:


Wakefield Pride Not Prejudice Committee – ‘Night at the Oscars’ charity event


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Council Meeting 9th November 2011


Sustainable-gov – Newsletter


YLCA – Vacancy for Parish Clerk and RFO to Claxton and Sand Hutton Parish Council


Wakefield Council – Highway programme of works from 7th November 2011


YLCA – Subscription fees for 2012/2013


Sustainable-gov – Newsletter


National Coal Mining Museum – Invitation to the launch of the Museum’s latest publication


West Yorkshire Police Authority – Local Policing Summary


Historic Towns Forum – Newsletter


Business Link Yorkshire – Changes to Business Support


LCR Online – Newsletter


Library Theatre – Information on Community Entertainment


Rural Action Yorkshire – Community Buildings Newsletter


Sustainable-gov – Newsletter


DSC e-news – Newsletter


Middlestown Working Men’s Club – Possible use of club facilities as a day care centre


BTCV – Information on conservation/ community projects


Wakefield Council – Agenda for Council Meeting 7 December 2011


Communications Received (continued).

Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Letters:

Wakefield Council Electoral Services Office – 2012 Electoral Register

The Royal Bank of Scotland – Information on business banking


Wakefield District NHS – Response to letter regarding GP Surgery Hours and Services at Netherton Branch Surgery of Orchard Croft Medical Centre


Mary Creagh, Labour MP for Wakefield - Response to letter regarding GP Surgery Hours and Services at Netherton Branch Surgery of Orchard Croft Medical Centre


YLCA – White Rose Update November 2011


Fire Brigade Union – Proposed cuts to fire cover within your area


Local Council Review – Winter 2011 magazine


Wakefield Council Mayor’s Office – Invitation to Civic Carol Service 20th December 2011 at Wakefield Cathedral


e-mails:


Rural Action Yorkshire – Neighbourhood Planning Regulations Consultation

Groundwork UK – Request to participate in survey


West Yorkshire Police – Police Authority Budget Survey

All correspondence was noted.

139.
Planning Applications.
The Clerk reported that no new applications had been received since he had written his report.
140.
Planning Decisions.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report the following notifications of Planning decisions had been 
received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	11/01996/FUL
	David Brearey & Rachael Tilley
	11 Thornhill Close, Middlestown
	Two storey extension to side; single storey extension to rear with raised balcony
	Full Planning
	Application Approved

	11/02065/NMC
	Michael Perkins
	31 Sandy Lane, Middlestown
	Alteration to windows & roof & red'n in f'print of build (non mat amend to approved app for new dwel
	Non Material Change
	Application Approved

	11/02092/FUL
	Mr J Asquith
	50 Ramsey Road, Middlestown
	Two storey extension to side
	Full Planning
	Application Approved



Discussion took place application number 11/02305/FUL for a residential development of 1 x dwelling comprising 
conversion of ancillary domestic building at Strand Cottage, Balk Lane, Horbury as highlighted in the Clerks’ report and 
it was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor Shaw and resolved that the Parish Council should 
object to the plan on the grounds that the proposed development was in green belt land.
141.
Applications for Memorials

The Clerk reported that he had received the following application for a memorial which, due to urgency, had been 
approved by Councillor R Bennett and Councillor W Newsome:



Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery Section I Grave 013 – Joan Wainwright


The approval was noted.

The Clerk reported that since he had written his report he received the following application for a memorial:



Cremated Remains Tablet – Netherton Cemetery plot to be allocated – Richard Bagley


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the application be 
approved.


142.
Report from the Joint Regional Training Conference

This item was deferred from the November 2011 Parish Council Meeting.


The meeting considered the recommendations from the paper from Councillor J Newsome and Councillor W Newsome 
who attended the Joint Regional Training Conference on behalf of the Parish Council.

Recommendation 1 - To make an approach to Crigglestone and West Bretton Parish Councils to consider joining as a 
cluster to provide a better bus service connecting the three parishes with Wakefield. 


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that Crigglestone and West 
Bretton Parish Councils should be contacted, by letter, for their views and the issue reconsidered when these were known. 

Recommendation 2 - To explore the possibility of a 5 – a –side football pitch at the back of Netherton Village Hall.


It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that the recommendation was 
not feasible due to a number of reasons and that no further action would therefore be taken.

Recommendation 3 - To leave any work on the Neighbourhood Plan until the Localism Bill is passed and the parish 
council have more information about what is required.


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that, as the Localism Bill 
would be on the statute book in April 2012, the recommendation be accepted.


Recommendation 4 - To provide to each Councillor a copy of the Terms of Reference for Netherton Village Hall 
Charitable Trust and a copy of “The Essential Trustee”.


It was proposed by Councillor J Bennett, seconded by Councillor Aspinall and resolved to accept the recommendation.


Recommendation 5 - To review the Terms of Reference for the Netherton Village Hall Management Committee.


It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that Terms of Reference for all 
Parish Council Committees should be reviewed annually.


Recommendation 6 - To confirm whether the take-over of Netherton Sports and Social Club is as a charity or as statutory 
property.


It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor Morton and resolved that this issue was one of a 
number of issues being considered by the Netherton Sports and Social Club Working Group and should therefore not be 
discussed as a separate issue.


Recommendation 7 - To acquire a copy of “A Good Employer Guide” for each Councillor


It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved to accept the 
recommendation.

Recommendation 8 - To review the Council’s Disciplinary and Grievance procedures and obtain copies of those drawn up 
by YLCA. This review to be carried out by the Employment Committee.

  
It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved to accept the 
recommendation but that any disciplinary or grievance issue should be dealt with by a committee comprising Parish 
Councillors not on the Employment Committee.


District Councillor Sanders left the meeting at this point.
143.
Report from the Finance Committee


The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 24th November 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated 
with the Clerks’ report, was discussed:


2011/2012 Financial Report and Update – The Clerk informed the meeting that the financial position was largely as 
reported to the November 2011 Parish Council Meeting and the current estimate was for a balance of around £21,000 to 
be carried forward into 2012/2013 but there remained some uncertainty over the final position due to the commitments 
and project costs which had been listed on the budget monitor which had been circulated.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor J Bennett and resolved, in line with the Finance 
Committee recommendations, to continue to monitor the 2011/2012 financial position, to update the financial projections 
as costs and timescales became known and to consider delaying some projects if necessary.


Report from the Finance Committee (continued).

Budget and precept setting 2012/2013

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had produced an updated draft budget and precept for 2012/2013 and had 
produced a spreadsheet to support the exercise that included detail, by budget heading, that would assist the new Clerk in 
understanding what had been included in particular budgets, a copy of the which had been circulated.


The Clerk explained that the calculations indicated that a balanced budget could be set within the precept of £64,000, the 
same level as 2011/2012, but reiterated that the budgets did not include estimates for projects including the cost of 
creating and running an office in the parish nor any costs that might arise should the purchase of Netherton Sports and 
Social Club be completed.

It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Aspinall and resolved that the budgets should continue to 
be refined and recalculated as further information became available and to discuss the financial plan at the next Finance 
Committee Meeting prior to approving the 2012/2013 budget and precept at the January 2012 Parish Council Meeting.
144.
Approval of Payments


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Finance Committee was recommending approval of the payments schedule.

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and Resolved that the schedule of 
payments be approved.
145.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day informed the meeting that officers worked 50 hours on Safe Scheme duties during November 2011 and that 
six crimes were reported in Middlestown, four in Netherton and three in Overton and outlined details of the crimes. 
Additionally there had been three anti-social behaviour calls.   


Sergeant Day informed the meeting that the police were aware of the issues of parking in the vicinity of Middlestown 
Junior and Infant School and the efforts of Wakefield Council to alleviate the problem and would be monitoring the 
situation.

The report was noted by the meeting.

146.
Update on the creation of new allotments in Netherton

The Clerk reported that he had received two quotations to create the entrance, parking and storage areas at the proposed 
site for Stoneycliffe Allotments, both of which were in excess of the allocated budget mainly as a result of the cost of 
the grasscrete storage areas. 


After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Walker and resolved that a 
decision be deferred to a future Parish Council Meeting to allow the Clerk to discuss the situation with Wakefield Council 
Planning Officers. 

147.
Report from the Parish Plan Working Group

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved to defer the agenda item to 
the January 2012 Parish Council Meeting due to time constraints. 
148.
Update from the Yorkshire Local Councils Association Wakefield Branch Meeting

Councillor Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that she had attended the Yorkshire Local Councils Association Wakefield 
Branch Meeting and summarised items discussed which centered on items included in the White Rose Update.

149.
Report from Charitable Trust Meetings


Councillor Brook reported that he had attended the meeting of the Walker Greenwood Charitable Trust Meeting and that 
eighteen applications for grants for educational purposes had been received, a number of which were from Sitlington 
Parish residents and that the funds to be allocated were of a similar level to the previous year and that all applicants had 
received some level of grant.


Councillor Brook informed the meeting that he and Councillor Kirkpatrick had attended the meeting of the Thornhill 
Poors Charitable Trust Meeting and reported that land transactions were ongoing and while land values were increasing 
income from other investments were reducing. He also reported that the charitable trust were to review the allocation of 
grants to take into account population and age spread changes.

150.
Report from Recreation and Amenities Committee


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that point 1 ‘Middlestown 
Meadowland Project’ and point 2 ‘Review of Previous Recommendations’ of the report be deferred to the January 2011 
Parish Council Meeting.


Discussion took place on point 3 of the report ‘Citizen of the Year Award’ and it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, 
seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved, with two Parish Councillor abstaining from the vote, that members of 
the public should be asked, by articles in the Wakefield Express and the Parish Council and Coxley Live websites, to 
nominate parishioners for The Citizens’ Award and the winner selected by a vote at a Parish Council Meeting.


151.
Report from the I.T. and Communications Committee


The recommendation from the I.T. and Communications Committee for a statement to describe Parish Council activities 
was discussed. It was proposed by Councillor Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that, with 
minor alterations, the statement be included on the Parish Council website. 


Councillor R Bennett informed the meeting that the official e-mail addresses had been created for all individual Parish 
Councillors and requested that they were used as soon as possible to avoid use of private e-mail addresses for Parish 
Council business.


It was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by Councillor J Bennett and resolved that further development of the 
Parish Council website be discussed at the next I.T and Communications Committee.

152.
Appointment of a replacement Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer and report from the 
Employment Committee

Councillor R Bennett reported that, as resolved at the November 2011 Parish Council Meeting, the post of replacement 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer had been offered to Alison Henson but after meeting her and discussing terms of 
employment she had rejected the offer of the post. As a result the post had been offered to Emma King who had accepted 
the offer of Parish Clerk with effect from 1st January 2012 and Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer with effect from 
1st April 2012 on 26 hours per week on the National Association of Local Councils and Society of Local Council Clerks 
scale points 30 to 34, initially on point 30. 

The issue of a Contract of Employment, training and a base were discussed and it was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, 
seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the replacement Clerk be based at home until the Parish Office was 
completed and be paid a monthly allowance at the same level as the current Clerk during this period, along with travel 
expenses in connection with business and training journeys and that a ‘Pay as you go’ mobile telephone be purchased for 
business use.

Councillors J Newsome, W Newsome, Kirkpatrick and Morton left the meeting for the Update Report on the Purchase of 
Netherton Sports and Social Club agenda item having declared an interest in the matter.


153.
Update report on the purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club


The Clerk reported that since he had written his report he had received further information from the Treasurer of 
Netherton Sports and Social Club and had revised the financial projections, a copy of which had been circulated by e-mail 
prior to the meeting, but answers to questions raised with the National Association of Local Councils on 24th August 2011 
had not been received and the projections may therefore be subject to change when the information was received. 

The Clerk reported that he and members of the Parish Council Working Group had met with the Parish Council solicitor 
to discuss the purchase of Netherton Sports and Social Club who confirmed he had received documents from the solicitor 
acting on behalf of the Sports and Social Club and confirmed that there was no ‘in perpetuity’ or similar clause in the 
documents and agreed to contact the Parish Clerk should any similar clause appear in future documents. The Parish 
Council solicitor confirmed that, other than minor issues around access to the club site which should be resolvable, the 
documents raised were acceptable but further information was still awaited from the solicitor acting on behalf of the club.


Discussion took place on the next steps, especially in light of the financial position of the Sports and Social Club, and it 
was proposed by Councillor R Bennett, seconded by J Bennett and resolved that the loan application for £60,000 should 
be submitted to the Public Works Loan Board. 


Concerns were raised that it was possible that the purchase of the club could be completed before the Parish Council had 
made a decision on the future ‘model’ for the facility and the financial impact on the Parish Council was therefore not 
known. Discussion took place on the issue and a concern was raised that four Parish Councillors were members of 
Netherton Sports and Social Club and had declared an interest in the agenda item and therefore could not take part in the
discussions. It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Walker and, by a vote of four for, two against 
and one abstention, resolved that the current Netherton Sports and Social Club Working Group should become the Acting 
Management Committee to discuss a future ‘model’ and procedures for Netherton Sports and Social Club and make 
recommendations to Parish Council Meetings as necessary. 
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