SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 1st December 2009 at 7.15 p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors P France, H Kirkpatrick, W Newsome, D Walker, I Taylor, N Brook, K Bray and M Bray 

& J Newsome.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor M Bradley and District Councillor J Colley.

P.C. D Laybourne attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports.

Declarations of Interest.


Councillor R Bennett declared an interest in the approval of payments and completed and signed the relevant form.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2009

It was proposed by Councillor D Walker, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and Resolved – That, with the amendment 
to Parish Councillors present to read ‘I Taylor’ and not ‘I Walker’, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
the 3rd November 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
150.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-

Wakefield MDC:


Regeneration, Culture & Sport Services – Netherton Lane/ Bridle Close/ Hall Croft/ Netherton Hall 




Gardens Netherton - Possible 20mph speed restrictions


Electoral Services Office – Supply of 2010 Register of Electors


Mayors Office – Invitation to support the Christmas Concert Charity event to be held at Wakefield 







Cathedral on 4th December 2009


Chief Executives Office – Members’ Code of Conduct – Register of Members Interests


Walton Parish Council – E-mail notification that Wakefield District Housing will not include Parish 



Councils in the consultation of allocation of housing


YLCA – Result of ballot to select a representative to the Wakefield MDC Standards Committee


YLCA – Notification of change of address and telephone number


Middlestown Darby & Joan Club – Letter of thanks for grant


CPRE – ‘Countryside Voice’ magazine autumn 2009


SLCC – ‘The Clerk’ magazine November 2009


Rural Action Yorkshire – ‘Country Air’ magazine autumn 2009


Association of Burial Authorities – ‘abainfo’ magazine autumn 2009


Clerk & Councils Direct – November 2009 magazine


Streetscape – Catalogue of new play products


Glasdon Ltd – Catalogue of products for local council


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


Wakefield MDC Electoral Services Office – 2010 Register of Electors

Rekk.co.uk – Catalogue of youth shelters


Invent Partners Ltd – Details of information on set up of websites


All correspondence was noted.
151.
Creation of a Parish Logo

The three winning entries from each school were circulated and the entry from Isaac Shepherd of Netherton Junior and 
Infant School was selected as the overall winner. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor 
France and resolved that the winning entry, subject to removal of the cross, be adopted as the official parish logo.

Order of Business

The Chairman proposed amending the order of business to allow the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda items to be 
discussed upon PC Laybourne’s arrival and this was agreed.
152.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.
153.
Report from the Cemeteries Sub-committee


A paper on safety and responsibilities and the main regulations for Middlestown 
and Netherton Cemeteries was 
circulated by Councillor Bennett and it was requested that Councillors consider the paper and, if accepted, the document 
be approved at the January 2010 Parish Council meeting. 

Councillor Kirkpatrick suggested that the approved document should be displayed at each cemetery and the Clerk was 
therefore asked to obtain prices for noticeboards and the siting of noticeboards should be considered at the January 
2010 Parish Council meeting. 
154.
Cemetery Regulations

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had visited Middlestown Cemetery and three of the graves which had been 
‘gardened’ had been returned to their original state but the work on three had not been undertaken although it was known 
that the owner of two of the graves were on holiday and the date for the third had  not passed. It was proposed by 
Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that T & D Contractors should be instructed to 
undertake the work should it not be completed by the grave owners by 7th December 2009.

The Clerk reported that he had requested that the owner of grave number 51 in Section C of Netherton Cemetery 
requesting that the border and chippings be removed and had subsequently received a response from the family, a copy of 
which had been circulated with his report. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by 
Councillor Brook and resolved that, whilst it was recognized that this was an emotive subject, the Parish Council should 
enforce the regulations and request the family remove the border and chippings before 28th February 2010 and should the 
work not be completed by this date the Parish Council would arrange a contractor to carry it out and pass the charges on 
to the owner of the grave.

Councillor Kirkpatrick reported that grave no 17 in section C of Netherton Cemetery was also being gardened and the 
Clerk was asked to contact the grave owner and request them to arrange for remedial work to be undertaken.

155.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


P. C. Laybourne provided a report on crimes in the parish during November 2009 showing six crimes reported in 
Netherton, seven in Middlestown and one in Overton. The reported crimes involved two of burglary, one of attempted 
burglary, five of criminal damage, five of theft and one of assault.

P.C. Laybourne informed the meeting that patrols had concentrated on areas of concern, particularly around Netherton 
Village Hall and the bus shelter on Upper Lane, Netherton. Officers had also concentrated on motoring issues including 
speeding and parking around Netherton School and the patrols had resulted in offences of failure to use seat belts, drink 
driving, use of a mobile telephone and drug related offences were detected.

156.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that he had received the following application for a memorial:



Cremated Remains Tablet – Netherton Cemetery grave 130b - Doreen Southern


Lawnstone – Middlestown Cemetery grave I018 – Brian & Sylvia Blenkinsop


Cremated Remains Tablet – Netherton Cemetery grave no 113c – Jeffrey Newton

Temporary Marker Cross – Middlestown Cemetery grave no I009 – Roland Wilcock


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the applications be 
approved.
157.
Report on the planning application for a dwelling, detached garage and gallery/ education 
centre at Coxley Mill, Coxley Lane, Middlestown.

Councillor Bennett reported that he and Councillor J Newsome, along with Shirley Jones from Coxley Live, had met with 
Planning Officers from Wakefield MDC and an understanding of issues had been gained. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that Councillor Bennett and J Newsome 
should meet with Alan Sykes, applicant for the proposal, to discuss the issues raised.
158.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following new applications had been received since he had written his report:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	09/02086/OUT
	Daniel Oldroyd
	Smithy Lane (land at), Middlestown
	Residential development (1 no detached bungalow) & assoc works (live work unit)
	Outline

Planning

	09/02099/FUL
	Peter Crook
	1 St Lukes Close, Middlestown
	Extension of car park & installation of external lighting
	Full Planning

	09/02109/FUL
	Sitlington Parish Council
	Land adj to Cemetery, Upper Lane, Netherton
	Change of use to allotment gardens
	Full Planning



Discussion took place on the applications notified in the Clerk’s report and those subsequently received and  it was 
proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that objections should be made against 
application number 09/02117/FUL for the temporary siting of an agricultural workers dwelling at Fieldhouse Farm, Wood 
Lane, Overton and application number 09/02086/OUT for a residential development of one detached bungalow and 
associated works on land at Smithy Lane, Middlestown.
159.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
160.
Meetings of the Parish Council in 2010

The Clerk informed the meeting that the dates for Parish Council meetings had been agreed up to and including May 
2010 but, to allow organisation of both meetings and personal commitments it had been suggested that the dates for 
meetings to December 2010 should be agreed. It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor 

W Newsome and resolved that, subject to venues being available, meetings would be held as follows:


Middlestown




Netherton


1st Jun 2010

 


13th Jul 2010 (Due to Clerk’s leave)


7th Sept 2010




5th Oct 2010


2nd Nov 2010




7th Dec 2010

The Clerk informed the meeting that the date for the April 2010 Annual Parish and Parish Council meetings had been set 
for 6th April 2010 at Middlestown School and this was Easter Tuesday and the school would not be available. The Clerk 
was asked to attempt to find an alternative venue for the meetings and the options would be discussed at the January 2010 
Parish Council meeting. 
161.
Inspection of play area at Denby Grange Miners Welfare site

The Clerk informed the meeting that Councillors D Walker, M Bray and K Bray had inspected the play area at Denby 
Grange Miners Welfare site and reported that the fence was once again damaged, the older children’s swings were 
dangerous as metal was visible on the seats and the ‘springy’ had also been damaged. It was proposed by Councillor J 
Newsome, seconded by Councillor K Bray and resolved that the fence and ‘springy’ should be removed and the older 
children’s swings be replaced. 
162.
Parish Plan update and budget setting

An update on the progress in completing the Parish Plan was provided along with quotations for printing the final 
document. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that the quotation of 
£6,175.00 from Delta printers be accepted.
163.
Proposals for Road Safety Measures on New Road, Overton/ Middlestown

It was reported that work had commenced on implementing the road safety measures, including the installation of speed 
cameras, on New Road through Overton and Middlestown.
164.     Bus Service complaint


Councillor J Newsome reported that the 265 service had improved and was following the published route. He was 
however, concerned that the trial was not a true representation due to the previous problems. The Clerk was therefore 
asked to write to Arriva and ask for the trial not to be evaluated on the previous usage of the service. 
165.
Report on issues raised at the Joint Training Conference and YLCA Yorkshire Branch 
meeting

Councillors Bennett and Kirkpatrick reported that they had attended the Joint Training Conference and the sessions had 
provided useful information on a number of topics, one of which included accreditation in The Power of Wellbeing, and 
raised issues for the Parish Council to address. It had also been useful to discuss issues with Councillors from other areas 
and may benefit other Councillors to attend future conferences.

The training of other Councillors in The Power of Well being was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor 
Kirkpatrick, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that a training session should be arranged for the Parish 
Council.


Councillor Kirkpatrick reported that she and Councillor J Newsome had attended the YLCA Yorkshire Branch meeting 
which had provided worthwhile information, especially the Open Forum. The Town and Parish Council Liaison Group 
was also discussed and it was felt that this group should continue and dates for meetings were agreed.
166.
Report from the Thornhill Poors Charity meeting

Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that he had attended the meeting of The Thornhill Poors Charity and reported 
that the charity had invested significant funds which would ensure grants could be made for the foreseeable future.
167.
Report on issues raised from the Allotments Sub-committee

As the Sub-committee had not met there were no issues to report.
168.
Application for a Grant


The Clerk reported that, as requested at the November 2009 Parish Council meeting, he had obtained details of the 
number of members of the Troupe and Committee and how many lived in Sitlington Parish and the breakdown was:





Members


Committee


Netherton


4



2


Middlestown


1



0


Overton



2



1


Horbury Bridge


1



1


Flockton



2



0


Horbury

         
            17



0


Other



6



3


Total


           33
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It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Kirkpatrick and resolved that, as only seven members 
lived in the parish and the troupe did not meet in the parish it was not appropriate to approve the application for a grant.
169.
Parish Clerk’s Salary Review


The Clerk informed the meeting that terms and conditions of employment of The Clerk, under the National Joint Council 
for Local Government Service, included incremental progression on the anniversary of their appointment and that the 
National Association of Local Councils had agreed a salary award of 1.0% for Parish Clerks, a copy of the agreement 
had been circulated with the Clerk’s report. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by 
Councillor Bennett and resolved that an increment of one point on the NJC salary scale points 26 to 34 be approved with 
effect from 1st December 2009 and that the recommendation of the NJC be implemented with effect from 1stApril 2009 
with arrears of pay being paid in January 2010.


170.
Review of payment to the Parish Clerk for use of his home as an office 


The meeting was informed that the payment to the Clerk for use of his home as an office was set 12 months ago and was 
therefore due for review for an inflationary increase. After discussion a decision was deferred for further information to 
be obtained.
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