SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Middlestown Junior & Infant School on 5th April 2011 at 7.15p.m.


Present:- Councillor H Kirkpatrick in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, N Brook, I Taylor, D Walker R Bennett, M Bradley and J Newsome.

District Councillor J Drysdale.


 One resident attended the meeting and Sergeant Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports.

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor P France
207.
Declarations of Interest.


Councillor J Newsome and W Newsome declared an interest in Planning Applications agenda item and Councillor 
Bennett declared an interest in the Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme maintenance payment 2011/2012 agenda item 
and all completed and signed the relevant form.
208.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st March 2011


It was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved – That the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on the 1st March 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
209.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Letters:


Wakefield Council – Invitation to meet The Mayor & Mayoress ‘At Home’


Wakefield Council – Census posters


Wakefield Council – register of Electors Monthly Update


Information Commissioners Office – Confirmation of Data Protection Act 1998 Renewal


Glasdon Direct – Catalogue


SLCC – Resolving Workplace Disputes – Government Consultation


LCR – Spring 2011 magazine


Local resident – Letter of concern over siting of wind turbines in the parish


SLCC – ‘The Clerk’ magazine March 2011


Wakefield Council – Further one year increase in small business rate relief


Local resident – Letter of complaint about traffic issues


Wakefield Council – Publication of Official Notices – Notice of Election


Mary Creagh – Concerns from constituent over proposed windfarm in Middlestown


E-mails:


YLCA – Good Councillors Guide 3rd Edition


YLCA – Registering as an employer for PAYE


Wakefield Council – Schedule of Town & Parish Council Meetings 2011/12


Wakefield Council – Middlestown Library


Wakefield Council – Licensing Act 2003: Review of Wakefield Cumulative Impact Policy


YLCA – Local Government Pay 2011/12


YLCA – Forthcoming event – ‘Connecting the Leeds City Region to its Urban/ Rural Fringes’


LCR Online – ‘Bringing you the latest news’


YLCA – Training Courses


NALC – Communities in Action Conference 2011


Highways Agency – M62 Junctions 25 to 30 Managed Motorway Public Information Exhibition


LCR Online – News update


Wakefield Council – Town & Parish Council Clerks List


Wakefield Council – Minutes document for Town & Parish Council Liaison Group 26th January 2011


Wakeybus – Introduction to service


DSC – e-news


Crimestoppers – Local Initiative


YLCA – Payroll Services


YLCA – Briefing from NALC – The Default Retirement Age


Local resident – Query over precept increase


Wakefield Express – Business Awards 2011


Communications Received (continued).

Since the Clerk had written his report the following correspondence had been received:

Letters:


Wakefield Council – 2011 Census posters


Wakefield Council – Trade refuse collection fees 2011/2012


E-mails:


Coxley News – Request for articles for summer issue

LCR Online – Newsletter


Rural Yorkshire – Digital Yorkshire help opportunity


All correspondence was noted.
210.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sergeant Day reported on crimes in the parish during March 2011 which showed ten reported crimes in Netherton, two in 
Middlestown, two in Overton and one in Midgley. Of the reported crimes two related to burglary of dwellings, five to 
theft from vehicles, three to other forms of theft, two of drug offences, two damage and one damage to a vehicle. In 
addition there were eighteen reports of anti-social behaviour

Sergeant Day also reported that officers had worked 60 hours on Safe Scheme duties during March 2011 and highlighted 
the work that the officers had undertaken.
211.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following application had been received since he had written his report:
	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	11/00676/FUL
	Susan Spedding
	71 Old Road, Overton
	Single storey extension to rear/ side
	Full Planning


212.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that since he had prepared his report the following notices of decisions had been received:-

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application
	Decision of Planning Auth

	07/03436/SUB01
	D Precious
	Bridge Road (land off), Horbury Bridge
	Discharge of conditions 2, 4, 6, 7 & 12 of app 07/03436/FUL
	Discharge of Conditions
	Application Withdrawn

	11/00250/FUL
	Mr J Bodger
	39 Water Lane, Middlestown
	Two storey extension to side
	Full Planning
	Application Refused


213.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following request for a memorial had been received:



 Cremated remains tablet - Netherton Cemetery (Plot to be allocated) – Albert Barlow

It was proposed by Councillor W Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the memorial application be 
approved.
214
Report from Finance Committee

The report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 24th March 2011, the minutes for which had been circulated with 
the Clerks’ report, was discussed:

Netherton play area improvements – the revised 3D image and site plan for the proposed play area, a combination of 
the original two plans submitted by Record RSS, was shown to the meeting. After discussion it was proposed by 
Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the recommendation of the Finance Committee to 
accept the revised quotation from Record RSS be accepted and an order placed for the purchase and installation of the 
equipment, with the addition of a two seat cradle swing.

The Clerk reported that two quotations had been received for fencing around the play area and it was proposed by 
Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved to accept the quotation from T&D Contractors and place 
an order for purchase and install the fencing around the play area.


Report from Finance Committee (continued).

Financial report and audit 2010/2011 –The Clerk reported that as he had received the bank statements to 31st March 
2011 he had been able to complete, other than the supplementary information, the 2010/2011 accounts. The financial 
position showed a balance in bank accounts as at 31st March 2011 was £55,576 compared to £64,123 at 31st March 
2010. The Clerk explained that the value of outstanding invoices and commitments made by the Parish Council in 
2010/2011 was estimated at £4,562 and the uncommitted balance as at 31st March 2011 was therefore £51,014.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the Internal Auditor was due to begin the audit on 28th April 2011 and that the final 
position was subject to audit approval.


It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved that the accounts for 2010/2011 be 
noted and that, subject to audit comments, be approved at the May 2011 Parish Council Meeting.


Grant applications:

Coxley Live/ Coxley Players – The meeting discussed the application for a grant towards the 2011 pantomime and it was 
proposed by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved to accept the recommended of the 
Finance Committee to defer a decision on the application to a future meeting as this was an ongoing event and accounts 
for the previous year should be requested to support the application.

Denby Grange C & A.C. (for Middlestown/ Overton Gala) – The meeting considered the application and it was proposed 
by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Taylor and resolved that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be 
accepted and, in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and 
being of 
the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, a grant of £500.00 be approved for 
‘start-up costs’ on the proviso that accounts for the event be submitted to the Parish Council within two months of the 
event taking place.



Netherton Gala – The Clerk reported that following the Finance Committee Meeting he had requested accounts from the 
previous year gala which had been received and circulated. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor 
Brook and resolved that, as recommended by the Finance Committee, and in pursuance of the power conferred by Section 
137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 
requirements of that section,  a grant of £500.00 be approved towards cost of the 
gala with the proviso that accounts for 
the event be submitted to the Parish Council within two months of the event taking place.

Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme maintenance payment - The meeting considered the recommendation from 
the Finance Committee and, after discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Taylor and 
resolved that a payment of £5,200, the same level as 2010/2011, be approved for 2011/2012 and that further 
consideration be given to increasing the maintenance payment following a meeting with representatives of the scheme.

Banking Services – The Clerk explained the problems being created by HSBC for the Parish Council and it was 
proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councillor Taylor and resolved that, as recommended by the Finance 
Committee, approval be given for the Clerk to review banking services during 2011/2012 and provide recommendations 
on options to a future Finance Committee meeting.
215.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor Bennett, seconded by Councillor Taylor and Resolved that the schedule of accounts be 
approved for payment.

The resident left the meeting at this point.

216.
Report from Rural Action Yorkshire Community Hall Course

Councillor Bennett provided a verbal report on the Community Hall Course staged by Rural Action Yorkshire and 
informed the meeting that he had contact details for people who may be able to provide help and advice on the running of 
Netherton Village Hall. It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor Brook and resolved to invite 
appropriate representatives to a future meeting of the Netherton Village Hall Management Committee.

217.
Complaint about the upkeep of the piece of land adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Netherton leased 
by the parish council and a request for the siting of a bench on the land


A complaint by a resident regarding the upkeep of the piece of land at adjacent to 1 Church Lane, Netherton, which also 
asked the Parish Council to consider siting a bench on the land, a copy of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ 
report, was considered. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Brook and 
resolved to arrange for the land in question to be grassed and to write to the owner of 1 Church Lane, Netherton notifying 
him that, due to the terms of the Parish Council Tenancy Agreement with Wakefield Council, he could not be allowed to 
continue maintaining the land adjacent to his property and that he be given four weeks notice to remove items he had 
placed on the land and that the position of the fence erected by the resident of the property be checked. 

218.
Citizens’ Award 2010


The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been three nominations for the 2010 Citizens Award. After discussion it 
was proposed by Councillor Brook, seconded by Councilor Taylor and , by a vote of five for and three against, resolved 
that three Citizens’ Awards should be purchased and be presented for 2010 to Mike and Marjorie Mee for work on behalf 
of Sitlington Luncheon Club, Jean Howarth for her work on behalf of Middlestown Darby and Joan Club and Horbury, 
Sitlington and Ossett Branch of the 
Royal British Legion and Adrian Woodhouse for voluntary work in and around 
Netherton and help with Coxley Live events and that, if the winners were available, the presentation should take place at 
6.45pm on 7th June 2011 prior to the Parish Council Meeting. 

219.
Report from Wakefield Council on the inspection of trees in the cemeteries and allotments in 
the parish


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had not received the inspection report from Wakefield Council and the item was 
therefore deferred to a future Parish Council meeting.

220.
Report on Netherton Cemetery wall from the structural engineer


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had not received the report from the structural engineer and the item was deferred 
to a future Parish Council meeting. 

221.
Report from the Employment Committee


The minutes from the Employment Committee were considered and it was proposed by Councillor Taylor, seconded by 
Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the recommendations of the Employment Committee for the Clerks’ appraisal 
and the Contract of Employment for the Netherton Village Hall Trust Caretaker be approved.
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