SITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the meeting held at Netherton Junior & Infant School on 6th April 2010 at 7.30p.m.


Present:- Councillor R Bennett in the Chair.


Parish Councillors W Newsome, J Newsome, D Walker, M Bradley, P France, M Bray & K Bray

District Councillor J Colley


Sgt. Jonathan Day attended for the Police Safe Scheme Reports agenda item. 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors H Kirkpatrick, I Taylor and N Brook

Declarations of Interest.


Councillor R Bennett declared an interest in the grant application from Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme and 
completed and signed the relevant form..

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2010

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved – That the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on the 2nd March 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
240.
Communications Received.

The following correspondence had been brought to the attention of members in the Clerk’s report:-


Wakefield Council:


Electoral Services Office – Register of Electors monthly update


Mayors Office – Invitation to meet The Mayor on Saturday 24th April 2010


Legal Services – Speed Limit Order – Netherton Lane Area, Netherton 20 mph Speed Limit Zone


SLCC – CPD courses 2010


SLCC – ‘The Clerk’ magazine March 2010


Information Commissioners Office – Data Protection Act 1998 - Confirmation of renewal of register 











entry


Fountains – Request for permission to reduce trees close to power lines on Emroyd Common


NALC – ‘LCR’ magazine Spring 2010


Clerk & Councils Direct – Magazine March 2010


Glasdon Ltd – Catalogue


SLCC – West Yorkshire Branch Training Day 30th April 2010 at Thorner Parish Centre


Mr K Darbyshire – Copy of e-mail to Wakefield MDC concerning fly tipping on South Lane


YLCA – Website link to publication ‘War Memorial Theft: Prevention and Solutions’ at 









www.warmemorials.org/protection/ 


Wakefield Council – Legal Services – Notification of new Monitoring Officer – Bernadette Livesey


Wakefield Council – Chief Executives Office – Agenda for Council meeting of 31 March 2010


YLCA – Request for details of waste recycling schemes for cemeteries


District Councillor John Colley – Copy e-mails regarding road works on A642 New Road, Middlestown


Since the Clerk had prepared his report the following items of correspondence had been received:


SLCC – Notification of course Exclusive Rights and Transfer Half Day Course for Cemetery Management


All correspondence was noted.
241.
Issues raised by resident of Netherton

A copy of a letter received from Mrs J Lockwood, a Netherton resident, regarding the sign post for Midgley being 
situated in the wrong place, damage to a layby and concerns about the cremated remains plots at Netherton Cemetery was 
discussed.  


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had forwarded the issues of the signpost and layby to Wakefield MDC and was 
awaiting a response. 

A decision had been taken at a previous Parish Council meeting to change the future lay out of cremated remains plots at 
Netherton Cemetery and the Clerk was therefore asked to notify Mrs Lockwood of the decision and that the 
other two 
issues had been forwarded to Wakefield MDC for investigation.
242.
Police Safe Scheme Reports


Sgt Jonathan Day reported on crimes in the parish during March 2010 which showed four reported crimes in Netherton, 
four in Middlestown, one in Overton and two in Midgley. Of these two were burglaries from dwellings, four of theft from 
motor vehicles and four of other types of theft or burglary.

Sgt Day informed the meeting of work which was being carried out by Officers on the Safe Scheme and actions that had 
been taken.
243.     Parish Council website development


Councillor Bennett provided an update on further developments planned for the website and e-mail addresses and it was 
proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the developments be implemented.
244.
Approval of Payments.


It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and Resolved that the schedule of 
accounts be approved for payment.


245.
Erection of Noticeboards at Netherton and Middlestown Cemeteries

Councillor Bennett informed the meeting that three quotations had been obtained for noticeboards for Netherton and 
Middlestown Cemeteries and explained the details of the quotations. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor K 
Bray, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that the quotation from Sign of the Times for two noticeboards 
1200mm x 900mm in powder coated black with posts be accepted and an order placed for the purchase and installation.
246.
Applications for Memorials.


The Clerk reported that the following application for a memorial had been received:



Lawnstone - Netherton Cemetery – Grave 62 Section C – Susan Austin



Lawnstone - Netherton Cemetery – Grave 63 Section C – Frank Woodall

It was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved that the application be 
approved.
247.
Planning Applications.


The Clerk informed the meeting that the following new applications had been received since he had written his report:

	Application Number
	Name of Applicant
	Location
	Description of Application
	Type of Application

	10/00486/NMC
	Mr P Wraithmell
	173a New Road, Middlestown
	Repositioning of granny flat
	Non-material Change


248.
Decisions on Previous Applications.



The Clerk reported that no notices of decisions had been received since he had written his report.
249.
Report from Finance Committee

The proposed Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee, a copy of which had been circulated with the Clerks’ 
report, was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor K Bray and resolved that the 
Terms of Reference be accepted.

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had discussed authorised signatories with HSBC and with the Finance Committee 
and the recommendation was that all current Parish Councillors were included on the ‘A’ list of signatories i.e. would be 
able to sign all cheques raised by the Parish Council to any value as currently only three Councillors were able to approve 
cheques over £2500.00. It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor K Bray and resolved that the 
recommendation be accepted.

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had also discussed various cards to enable payments to be made from the Parish 
Council bank accounts with HSBC 
who had suggested a Self Service Card and sent details and that  he had discussed this 
option with the Finance Committee but, as the Self Service Card would only allow cash to be withdrawn from machines 
and not direct payments from bank accounts, the recommendation was not to apply for this type of card but investigate the 
benefits of a Commercial Card or other alternatives. It was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor K 
Bray and resolved that the 
recommendation be accepted.


The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received a request for a grant from Denby Grange Miners Welfare Scheme. 
Councillor Bennett, as Parish Council representative, reported that he had requested further financial information from 
Denby Grange MWS Committee and it was felt by the Finance Committee that, due to a legal agreement, the Parish 
Council was obliged to contribute to maintenance costs and any payment agreed should not therefore be categorized as a 
grant. The recommendation of the Finance Committee was therefore to 
make an interim payment of £1,250.00 to Denby 
Grange MWS, being one quarter of 2009/2010 payment, pending further financial details being received and subject to 
further advice. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor France, seconded by Councillor W Newsome and resolved 
that the recommendation be accepted.
250.
Applications for grants

Councillor Bennett reported that the Finance Committee had discussed an application for a grant received from St Luke’s 
Tiny Tots Parents and Toddler Group for a contribution towards rent of St Luke’s Church Hall for 2010 and, although 
contributions to rent were no longer acceptable under the Parish Council rules for grants, the application had been 
received prior to the implementation of the new rules and the Finance Committee was therefore recommending approval 
of a grant of £200.00 for 2010. After discussion it was proposed by Councillor M Bray, seconded by Councillor Bradley 
and resolved that the recommendation of approval of a grant of £200.00 be accepted.

The Clerk informed the meeting that the 8th Wakefield Scout Group had made an application for a grant and he had 
written to the Scout Leader requesting a copy of the clubs accounts so that the request could be considered but, as these 
had not been received the application had not been considered by the Finance Committee. It was therefore not possible to 
consider the application until the information had been received.
251.
Final Accounts and Audit 2009/2010

The Clerk reported that the year end balance was estimated at £64,374 but, due to outstanding invoices, the uncommitted 
balance was estimated at £58,276 and that, subject to the final bank statement being received, the accounts for 2009/10 
would be completed before the end of April 2010 and the Internal Auditor would complete the audit in early May 2010.

The Clerk also reported on the statutory timetable for approval of the Annual Report by the Parish Council, submission of 
the accounts to Mazars, External Auditors, and the Electors Rights to examine the accounts. The timetable and process 
was noted.
252.
Distribution of the Parish Plan

Discussion took place on the distribution of the Parish Plan and arrangements were made to ensure a copy was delivered 
to every household in the parish.
253.
Proposal to Create Additional Allotments in Netherton

The Clerk informed the meeting that a decision still had not been made on the application by Wakefield MDC but the 
horses had not been removed from the field nor had the outstanding rent been paid. It was proposed by Councillor W 
Newsome, seconded by Councillor J Newsome and resolved that legal action be taken to have the horses removed from 
the field and the outstanding rent recovered. 
254.
Training Matters

Details of various courses that had been circulated were discussed and Parish Councillors were asked to contact the Clerk 
if they wished to attend any of them.
255.
Update from Yorkshire Local Councils Association Branch Meeting

Councillor J Newsome informed the meeting that he had attended the YLCA Branch Meeting and provided an update on 
the issues discussed. 
256.
Proposal for a bypass around Flockton

Discussion took place on the request for support from Kirkburton Parish Council for a bypass around Flockton. It was 
proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that Sitlington Parish Council would 
support a proposal for a bypass around Flockton but not for the planned route as it was felt that this would not alleviate 
problems and may increase traffic in Sitlington Parish.
257.
Report on the plan to site wind turbines in the Parish


The Clerk reported that Councillor Brook had provided a verbal report that information had been requested from 
companies and a report would be made to a future Parish Council meeting when this was received.
258.
Tenancy Agreement for Netherton Play Area


The Clerk reported that the current annual rent for the play area at Netherton was £100 and, as the lease had expired, 
Wakefield MDC were offering a new lease for an annual rent of £1,250 and a previous Parish Council meeting had 
rejected the offer. Andrew Pang from Wakefield MDC had asked that a compromise figure be suggested by the Parish 
Council prior to entering into negotiations for a new lease and future uses and developments for the land. After discussion 
it was proposed by Councillor J Newsome, seconded by Councillor France and resolved that a rent of £500 per annum 
would be an acceptable sum for a new lease for the land.
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